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News Briefs

New rules for crop insurance – September 16 is the
deadline for farmers and
ranchers to be eligible for the
government's crop disaster
assistance program under new
rules written into the 2008
farm bill. In order to receive
disaster payments after a
natural disaster all producers
of all crops must have purchased Federal Crop Insurance
or be signed up for the
Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage. The deadline was
extended to allow signups for
the 2008 crop year. “It's an all
or none plan based on total
farm revenue, therefore all
crops have to be insured,” said
Kaye Rydberg, county executive director of the Tulare
County office of the Farm
Service Agency. Call 559-7348732.
Tulare County declared
disaster area – Tulare County
is one of the California counties
designated as a primary
natural disaster area because
of losses caused by drought
between Oct. 15, 2007 and
continuing. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture said
this designation qualifies farm
operators to be eligible for low
interest emergency loans from
the FSA. Operators in Fresno,
Inyo, Kern and Kings counties
also qualify because their
counties are contiguous to
Tulare County.
See News Briefs on page 11

SEPTEMBER 2008

Buyers Wanted! Sept. 13

Join Us at the Tulare County Fairgrounds
Sept. 9 – Agribusiness Kickoff Luncheon
The public is invited to help kick off this year's
Tulare County Fair with a luncheon Sept. 9
from 11:30am-1:30pm at the Jockey
Club on the fairgrounds at 215 Martin
Luther King Blvd. in Tulare.
The event, which features a
buffet luncheon catered by
Fugazzis restaurant, is hosted by
TCFB and the Tulare County
Fair Board.
Featured speaker will be Pete
Vander Poel, Tulare County
Supervisor Elect for District 2. He
will discuss current animal rights
issues and a proposed November
ballot initiative.
Reservations are required. They may
be made at $25 per person through the
TCFB office, 559-732-8301.

Sept. 13 – Junior Livestock Auction
Don't disappoint a 4-H or FFA youth. Help
them realize the culmination of a year's
responsibility in the care and feeding of
their livestock projects – beef, swine,
lambs, goats and even rabbits – by
becoming a buyer at the Junior
Livestock Auction that gets
underway at 9 a.m. Sept. 13.
“Our assistance at last year's
sale was greatly appreciated by
the sales staff and bidders,”
said TCFB President Ed
Needham. “We will be there
again and we encourage others to
join us.”
Farm Bureau, with the help of its
Young Farmers & Ranchers members,
will serve cold bottled water to buyers
during the sale and a box lunch at noon.

TCFB Land Use Committee Recommends
'Party Barn' Guidelines for Tulare County
“The county needs to come to
grips with the burgeoning requests
for ‘party barn’ permits, more
appropriately called Standard
Conditions for Assemblage of

People,” said TCFB's Land Use
Committee Chairman Brian Blain.
After several long and contentious meetings to thoroughly
review the topic, the Land Use

Committee agreed on their
response to the Resource
Management Agency's request for
review and comment on drafting
new guidelines to guide county
planners in their decision making
for such requests.
“We sought to balance the right
of some farmers to add to their
income through agri-tourism and
agri-experience venues with the
rights of other farmers who don't
want to secede their rights to farm
to the more commercialized
operations. We want them to be
able to co-exist,” said Blain.
In the committee's recommendations to the Tulare County
Planning Commission, Farm
Bureau wrote, “This document

must balance the property rights
of all interested parties without
creating an incompatible land use
situation or establishing a precedent for opening the agricultural
and rural residential zones up to
undesirable commercial uses that
accelerate the premature conversion of land to non-agricultural
uses.”
The usual mitigation for “assemblage” permits is consideration of
noise and traffic. Farm Bureau
pleads that the ability of neighboring farmers to conduct necessary
and time-sensitive operations
should be considered. They
especially noted that state law
requires a 1,000 foot setback for
See Party Barns on back page
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“Membership”

Time to Rally Together
to Tell Ag's Story

{
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President’s Notes

Executive Comments

by Edward Needham, President

by Patricia L. Stever, Executive Director

president@tulcofb.org

pstever@tulcofb.org

always available and I welcome
The dictionary defines membercalls from anyone who might
ship as “a group of persons associquestion why they should join.
ated by some common tie or
The strength of the Farm Bureau
occupation and regarded as an
comes from its members who are
entity”, and the relationship of that
professionals with expertise in
body as, “a group of people who
their many fields of business.
work together.”
Through their input they guide our
Our membership in the Farm
policies and help us better serve
Bureau is our association and our
our entire agricultural community.
common tie is that we are all
It is important to increase
associated with and depend on
membership in Tulare County
agriculture. As members of the
Farm Bureau. The more we band
Farm Bureau and the agricultural
together, the
community we have
more resources
a common interest
“I ask each of you to
we have to
for the success of
our businesses.
reach out to your friends s e r v e o u r
members. We
The Farm Bureau
and associates.”
operate conseris here to serve the
vatively on a
needs of this group
very tight
and to work
budget.
together for a common good. It is
But the issues keep coming and
my goal to increase our memberare increasingly complex. Look at
ship over the next year by reaching
the disastrous results an unknowout and asking individuals and
ing public will strap on ag producbusinesses that haven't been a
ers if they pass Proposition 2. It
part of our membership or had
would be nice to increase our staff
decided to not participate any
to help us fight the serious battles
longer to join us, once again.
that are coming at us from many
As members, I ask each of you to
fronts.
reach out to your friends and
Again, this takes resources. If we
associates. If they aren't a membuild our base, the money will
ber, ask them to join.
come. Please help us help you by
If they have questions, our staff
asking people to join, they won't be
and I are always here to provide
disappointed.
answers. My contact information is

Tell a Friend
There is strength in numbers. Farm Bureau is a full-commodity, fullservice organization. Policies begin at the member level and move
upward to direct staff. The local, state and national organization is
served well by an army of volunteers. Become part of the action by
asking a neighbor or friend to join. Just have them call Sandy or Mary
at the TCFB office, 732-8301.
Your friends and neighbors need Farm Bureau & Farm Bureau needs
them!

This past month the TCFB Board
of Directors took formal action to
oppose Proposition 2, the controversial animal confinement initiative on this November's ballot,
which could have very adverse
direct and indirect impacts on
California's animal agriculture
industries if passed.
Early polls show the poorly
written, scientifically flawed
initiative has elicited strong support from seemingly wellintentioned voters, with a suggested 62% plus voter approval
rating. This is bad news for agriculture, and we must rally together to
tell the public the truth about this
harmful initiative.
If passed, this initiative targets
specifically the egg laying industry,
mandating that larger hen crates be
used, or that, basically, the industry move to an entirely cage free
operation. This is not only scientifically flawed in theory, but is also
actually less humane for the birds
that can cause great harm to one
another in a cage free environment.
There are also greater food safety
risks with fewer safeguards in place
to prevent egg contamination.
What this measure ultimately
means is that California's egg laying
industry will be forced out of
business due to higher costs and
unrealistic operating conditions.
Thus, California consumers will
buy more imported eggs from other
states and other countries where
these costly regulations don't exist.
Now how does that accomplish
anything?!? Obviously it does not!
The initiative also would regulate

those few remaining swine operations and veal operations in
California to ultimately phase out
all gestation crates and confinement crates. Similar initiatives
have passed in other states, most
recently in Arizona, and I'm certain
that a victory in California would
only further embolden the Humane
Society of the United States to
sponsor more of these ridiculous
measures in other states.
It would seem that our public here
in Tulare County would understand
agriculture, and understand that
this seemingly “well intentioned”
initiative is actually a very harmful,
blatant attack on animal agriculture practices based solely on
emotion and fear tactics and not
science or truth.
But this may not be so. I challenge
our membership to reach out to our
public in the next two months
before the November election. Have
a conversation with your neighbor,
your child's teacher, your church
members, your service club colleagues – and make sure that we
inform as many voters as possible
about the downsides to this ballot
initiative. Urge everyone to turn out
and vote NO on Proposition 2.
No one else will tell our story more
honestly, more genuinely, and with
more passion than we the farmers
and ranchers who care a great deal
about the health and well being of
our animals. This is our story, and
our opportunity to set the record
straight.
Please don't let us
down! We need everyone to rally
together to defeat this harmful
ballot measure.
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International Agricenter, Dairy Pavilion

4450 S. Laspina St., Tulare

Black Jack • Roulette
Craps • Silent Auction
Raffle Prizes
No Host Bar 6PM • Dinner 6:30PM • Casino Opens at 7:30PM

Advance Tickets $25; At the door $30
Ticket includes dinner and $100 casino money

Only 21 and older, please!
To purchase tickets, contact the TCFB Office at

(559) 732-8301

Farm Bureau Doubts Water Report;
Continues to oppose
Tulare Motor Sports Complex

The comment period for the Tulare Motor Sports Complex environmental
assessment was continued to allow the public to review the water supply
segment that was omitted from an earlier release of the Draft Environmental
Impact Report.
Following study, the Tulare County Farm Bureau continued to oppose the
project and recommended the Tulare City Council not approve it.
The applicant proposes to develop a 711-acre site near the International
Agri-Center with a racetrack and drag strip, each surrounded by grandstands and sky boxes capable of seating 50,000 spectators for the speedway
and 40,000 for the drag strip. The remainder of the site would include
offices, restaurants, a gas station, convenience stores, convention center
and resort hotels and a RV park.
In its comments on the water supply component of the DEIR, Farm
Bureau commended the city for instituting water recharge and conservation
measures, but said, “It is apparent there are still significant, unavoidable
impacts that will harm agricultural resources, including the water supply
and quality component.
“These will create many direct and indirect adverse impacts on our farm
community in Tulare County, especially to those dairies and farms operating in close proximity to the facility.”
Farm Bureau questioned the water supply assessment's figure that total
water demand identified for the project is 680 acre feet a year.
“It is circumspect to conclude that a 711 acre complex would only consume roughly 680 a/f of water per year with all of its landscaping, maintenance, retail, RV, recreational, lodging and dining facilities. Farm Bureau is
greatly concerned about the accuracy of this information being advanced as
part of the factual information that will be used by the City Council to make
a final determination on this project,” Executive Director Patricia Stever
wrote.
And finally, Stever concluded on behalf of TCFB, “This project will create
an incompatibility with surrounding agriculture. It is Farm Bureau's
concern that even with significant changes and additional analysis of the
problems and additional mitigation measures developed and adopted into
the final EIR, we are uncertain that these efforts will be adequate to address
our concerns.
“Therefore, Tulare County Farm Bureau's Board of Directors has adopted
a statement of opposition and recommends that this project not be approved
by the City of Tulare.”
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Education Corner

TCFB Education Committee
gears up for fall activities
Plant Giveaway
To help the more than 30 schools that Farm Bureau is assisting
with school gardens, the TCFB Education Committee will host a fall
plant giveaway. It is tentatively scheduled for early October at the
College of the Sequoias Farm in Visalia. Similar to the spring giveaway, personnel with sponsored school garden programs will be
invited to pick up free plant materials. They will also have the
opportunity to interact with local UC Master Gardeners and COS
Horticulture faculty and students to learn more about gardening
success.
Master Gardeners
Stay tuned for the 2009 UC Master Gardeners Spring Extravaganza,
where a full day of horticultural expertise will be shared with home
gardeners and outdoor enthusiasts. Teachers, students, community members, horticulturalists, and other local gardening and
landscaping experts will be on hand to share and receive a wealth of
information about gardening. The event will be held at the Visalia
Convention Center on February 28, 2009. More details to come.
Youth Leadership
The 29 high school juniors chosen for the 2008-09 Youth
Leadership Program and their parents or guardians will participate
in their orientation meeting Sept. 23 from 7-9pm at the TCFB
Assembly Hall. In addition to getting acquainted for the first time,
they'll be treated to one of Tiffany Smith's Business Etiquette
seminars.

Bull and Horse Sale;
Western Trade Show
Set for Sept. 27
A special Bull and Horse Sales event will be held at Tulare County
Livestockyard at 9641 Ave. 384 in Dinuba on Sept. 27, starting at noon.
Additional festivities at the sale will include a Western Trade Show,
cowboy entertainment and a 7 p.m. barbecue, said Jon Dolieslager,
owner of the sales yard.
“I'm really excited about this,” said Dolieslager, “Nothing like it has ever
been done in this area and there is great interest in it. We're getting calls
from as far away as Ventura and Sacramento.”
The bull sale begins at 1 pm with horses to follow. All bulls are registered and semen checked. Some of the early consignments are from the
College of the Sequoias and Rabb Brothers in Woodlake. Dolieslager is an
experienced auctioneer for these animals, having conducted bull sales at
San Francisco's Cow Palace.
Horses from the Earl McKee ranch in Three Rivers are featured among
the premium stock that will be auctioned.
Vendors for the Western Trade Show will set up their wares in a covered
area outside the auction barn on Ave. 384. A wide range of items such as
spurs, saddles, brushes, etc. used by horse and cattlemen will be sold.
For further information call the sales yard office, 559-591-0884.

Valley
Industrial

& FAMILY MEDICAL
GROUP, INC.

Serving the Valley Ag Industry for 25 years
• Treatment for Work-Related Injuries
• On-Call for Work-Related Emergencies 24 Hours a Day
• Pesticide Applicators
(Cholinesterase - Mask Fit Testing)

• Drug & Alcohol Testing
(Pre-Employment - Random - Post Accident)

• Driver Supervisor Training Classes
• DOT Consortium Services
• Physical Therapy • Diagnostic X-Ray
Two Locations to Serve You

Visalia

Tulare

225 S. Chinowth • 627-3222
7:30am to 6:00 pm

755 E. Terrace • 685-8800
8:00am to 5:30pm

No Appointment Necessary • Se Habla Espanol • Most Insurances Accepted • VISA
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Guest Commentary

Proposition 2 Hides the Truth
by
Jennifer Wessel,
DVM

Proposition 2 on
the November
ballot was written
by, and is supported by, animal
rights activists. It fails to tell the
whole story and is, therefore,
misleading.
The proposed act prohibits the
confinement of farm animals in a
manner that does not allow them to
turn around freely, lie down, stand
up, and fully extend their limbs. It
also imposes a misdemeanor
penalty and a fine of up $1,000 or
imprisonment in county jail for up
to six months to those who have
been found to violate the act. More
importantly, it bans cages for egglaying poultry, gestation stalls for
sows and veal crates for veal calves.
I find few voters understand

Proposition 2, let alone its importance to agricultural producers.
Non-farmers, when quickly reading
Prop 2, think it makes sense. In
reality, there are reasons these
procedures are done. And, ironically, some of these procedures are
already in the process of being
phased out or no longer exist.
We don't need this legislation. We
need to understand this initiative
and the potential implications it will
have on agriculture and consumers, based on science and not
emotion. Let me throw light on
three main arguments the Humane
Society of the United States, one of
the activist groups behind the
proposition, is using to gain support for their initiative.
● “Proposition 2 improves our
health and food safety by requiring
better conditions for animals.”
In California, most veal calves,
laying hens, and pregnant sows are
kept in environmentally controlled

barns.
The barns have cooling
systems installed, provide light
artificially or naturally, and circulate a constant source of fresh air
throughout the facility to ensure
high standards of animal health
and disease prevention.
It is in the best interest of these
animals to be in individual pens to
allow the farmer and veterinarian to
closely monitor the health of each
individual
animal to
identify,
properly
treat, and
p r e v e n t
disease as
n e e d e d .
W h e n
chickens are
free range, it
is more difficult to quickly identify
sick animals and also accelerates
the spread of diseases like
Salmonella and E. coli, or even
scarier, Avian Flu and Exotic
Newcastle Disease among the
animals.
This initiative would affect ninetyfive percent of the eggs produced in
California, thereby increasing the

number of eggs imported from
places that do not have the stringent regulations that the state of
California already has for its food
supply. This initiative not only does
not improve food safety but also
would eliminate locally produced
eggs.
● “Proposition 2 supports family
farmers,” who are driven out of
business when factory farms cut
corners and
put profits
ahead of
a n i m a l
welfare and
our health.
When you
are working
with animals
there is no
feasible way
to “cut corners.” Daily, I visit a
variety of sizes of farming operations where farmers deem animal
welfare as a top priority. All farmers
are concerned that they have
healthy animals regardless of the
size of their farming operation.
Healthy animals lead to healthy
products. Passing this initiative
does not mean that there will be
healthier animals.
● “Prop 2 protects air and water
and safeguards the environment.”
Each farming facility is different,
but animal welfare is always a top
priority and guidelines are already
in place. They must follow numerous regulations from the Air Quality
Board, Water Quality Board, Food
and Drug Administration, United
States Department of Agriculture,
California Egg Quality Assurance
Program, Occupational Safety and
Health Administration, as well as
local permit processes to ensure
proper facilities and animal numbers. These farmers regularly work
with teams of veterinarians, nutritionists and consultants to monitor
the health of their animals.
Please note the arguments in
favor of the proposition have NO
scientific or statistical background.
They also throw in pictures depicting inhumane treatment of animals. Where do these photos come
from? These “snapshots in time,”
as I call them, might tug at the
heartstrings but they are not
necessarily how animals on the
whole are raised. Were they even
taken in California and when?
I take animal welfare very seriously. It is something very personal
to me and a reason why I am a large
animal veterinarian. Passing a
ballot initiative does not prevent
inhumane treatment of animals,
which is why we need to deal with
these situations on a case-by-case
basis.
I want to inform the public that I
am proud of the work that I do, the
farmers I work in partnership with,
and I have confidence in the
California food supply.
I will be voting “No” on Proposition
2. I urge everyone to learn about it
from reliable sources, not opinionated emotion or snapshots in time
that results in public misinformation.
Dr. Jennifer Wessel is a large
animal veterinarian based out of
Visalia. She is on a state animal
welfare board and not only a
supporter of animal safety, but also
animal welfare and food safety. She
is also an active Young Farmers &
Ranchers member in Tulare County.
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UC releases production costs
A Little Less Feed for Thought . . .
for several commodities

Others' Views

If the changing price of feedstuffs was never mentioned again, it would
be too soon. When the additional pressures of meeting environmental
demands of water and air quality are taken into account, today's dairy
producer has a lot to think about.
While there is no easy-fix to today's dairy industry issues, we summarize an alternative feeding strategy that has been shown to improve feed
efficiency and decrease manure output of replacement heifer feeding
programs.
Replacement heifers are often fed low-cost, high fiber forages to meet
relatively low energy demands, and to prevent over-conditioning at
calving which has been shown to be detrimental to lactation performance. Although not entirely new, the idea of limit-feeding is gaining
attention because of improved feed efficiency and decreased manure
output, potentially aiding in nutrient management plans.
Limit-feeding strategies have been used successfully with beef cows,
ewes, and beef heifers. Limit-fed animals consume less dry matter per
day, with rations of higher nutrient density in order to meet physiological demands.
Recent work from the University of Wisconsin, Madison demonstrated
limit feeding to raise replacement heifers, and the feeding strategy's
effect on first-lactation performance. Three diets were fed: a control diet
at normal intake levels, and two diets of reduced dry matter. Dry matter
of the experimental diets was reduced by 10% and 20%, while increasing
the nutrient density to ensure dietary requirements were maintained.
The results indicated that with a decrease in dry matter pounds, but
an increase in nutrient density, heifer growth was not sacrificed. No
significant differences in first-lactation production, frequency of
dystocia, calf body-weight, or
postpartum body-weight were
observed between control and
limit-fed animals.
This study found that total fecal
output decreased with lower levels
of dry matter intake, while feed
efficiency of limit fed heifers
increased. The opportunity to
increase feed efficiency provides
feeders the opportunity to increase
their return on investment.
The authors also offered a word of
caution. When implementing a
limit feeding program, the feeder
has to ensure that all animals have
equal access to the diet. In overcrowded feed lots it is not advised to
limit-feed. Furthermore, when
edible bedding materials are
utilized, animals may turn to
bedding to meet larger intakes,
thus compromising the feeding
program.
So, why would you want to limit
feed?
Normal heifer diets are
diluted with low digestibility forage
as a management tool to control
gains. In today's feed market, low
digestibility forages like straw have
a large price tag. Also, the ability to
target calving weights with greater
accuracy provides a producer the
ability to generate more consistent,
thus healthier calving and fresh
pens.
In a reality where it's harder and
harder to optimally buy commodities, the ability to use ingredients
more effectively provides significant economic benefits and peace of
mind. The ability to target feed
heifers and increase feed efficiency
should result in greater savings,
more consistent growth rates and a
predictable size at maturity. Limitfeeding presents an opportunity to
save forages, decrease total manure
excretion and control feed costs.
Submitted by Jed Asmus, M.S., an
independent nutritionist
(jed.asmus@gmail.com) and
Jennifer Heguy, a UCCE Farm
Advisor in Stanislaus and San
J o a q u i n
C o u n t i e s
(jmheguy@ucdavis.edu). For a list of
references, comments or questions,
please contact the authors.

Higher fuel costs and lower
interest rates affect costs for
producing potatoes, tomatoes,
alfalfa, blackeye beans, wine
grapes, almonds, prunes, blackberries and beef.
The University of California,
Davis, and UC Cooperative
Extension agricultural economists
have released 12 new cost-ofproduction studies. The reports
reflect the impact of changes in the
2008 economy on production costs
for growing fresh market potatoes,
processing tomatoes, alfalfa,
single- and double-cropped
blackeye beans, wine grapes,
almonds, prunes, blackberries and
beef cow-calf operation.
"People are talking about higher
fuel prices, but that leads to higher
chemical and fertilizer costs too,"
said Richard De Moura, research
associate in the UC Davis
Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics. "On the other

hand, interest rates are lower,
reducing operating loan and long
term investment costs."
Each study is based upon a
hypothetical farm operation using
practices common in the region. UC
Cooperative Extension farm
advisors, growers, researchers,
farm accountants, pest control
advisers, industry consultants and
other agricultural associates
provided input and reviews.
Assumptions used to identify
current costs and operations for the
individual crops, material inputs,
cash and non-cash overhead are
described.
The cost studies are
a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e a t
http://coststudies.ucdavis.edu,
at county UCCE offices, by mail
from the University of California,
Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics, One Shields
Ave., Davis, CA 95616; or may be
requested by calling (530) 7521517. Internet downloads are free.

Page 6

Tulare County Farm Bureau News

September 2008

Legislation
Protect Employee
Choice on Unionization

Farm Bureau is urging a No vote
on AB 2386, by asking that members take action to ensure that
farm employees keep their democratic right to intimidation-free
elections when voting on the issue
of union representation. Hard
work by the farm community last
year defeated two "card-check"
bills that would have enabled a
union to avoid secret-ballot
elections to unionize farm employees. We are looking for your help
again as AB 2386 (Núñez, D-Los
Angeles) will similarly undermine
the Agricultural Labor Relations
Act's protection of the rights of
agricultural employees, employers
and unions in regards to unionization.
AB 2386 will strip farm employees of their rights by creating a
new, completely unsupervised
process called a "mediated election." This process will take away
the rights of employees to cast
their ballots in a secure, private
election booth free of coercion and
deprive them the opportunity to
hear and consider other viewpoints
on unionization. Your Govenor
needs to hear from you now!

Right to Farm
The Senate and the Assembly
have approved AB 2881 (Lois
Wolk, D-Davis) that would require

real estate disclosure of the state's
right-to-farm law. It would require
the mandatory disclosure for all
properties for sale within one mile
of land designated as prime
farmland, farmland of statewide
importance, unique farmland,
farmland of local importance or
grazing land. California's right-tofarm law has been on the books
since 1982. In addition, 87 local
jurisdictions have adopted local
ordinances in an attempt to protect
farm and ranch operations from
nuisance claims. Even though the
public interest in protecting our
farming enterprises is obviously
well established, complaints about
farming activities still frequently
occur. A significant part of the
problem relates to ignorance of the
law. More widespread real estate
disclosure should help inform
residents and purchasers of the
uses by-right in agricultural zones.
Potential buyers in agricultural
zones will be aware that some
inconveniences might accompany
their desired rural lifestyle. The bill
will be held in enrollment and not
sent to the governor until the state
budget is passed.

Metal Theft
AB 844 (Berryhill, R-Modesto)
moved out of the Senate
Appropriations Committee without
a hearing because it was deemed
not to add any fiscal costs to the

state. This Farm Bureausponsored bill will require scrap
metal recyclers to implement a
three-day waiting period before
paying for scrap metal, take a
picture of scrap metal being
recycled, obtain current identification and a thumbprint from sellers,
obtain a disclosure of the origin of
the scrap metal, and report the
information obtained to local law
enforcement on a monthly basis.
The bill also increases penalties
against recyclers found in violation
of the provisions and requires
convicted metal thieves to pay
restitution to victims of metal theft.
AB 844 now moves to the Senate
floor, where it will be voted on
before the end of the legislative
session.

SPEAK OUT!
Make your voice heard with your
elected leaders:
President George W. Bush (R)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington DC 20500
202-456-1414
president@whitehouse.gov

US Senator Diane Feinstein (D)
331 Hart Office Building
Washington DC 20501
202-224-3841
senator@feinstein.senate.gov

Supplemental
Employee Benefits
Farm Bureau is also supporting
AB 1107 (Juan Arambula, DFresno) which would allow agricultural workers in drought-affected
counties to supplement their
unemployment benefits to a
reasonable level without losing
their eligibility for those benefits.
This will lessen the negative
impact on the incomes of farm
workers who have suffered loss of
their jobs due to the devastating
drought this spring and summer.
AB 1107 will help agriculture in
California retain a trained
workforce vital to cultivation and
harvesting of our crops, helping
agriculture avoid a labor shortage
in the near future.

State Senator Roy Ashburn (R)
th
18 District
State Capitol Room 3063
Sacramento CA 95814
916-322-3804
5001 California Ave
Bakersfield CA 93309
661-323-0443
senator.ashburn@senate.ca.gov

Assemblyman Bill Maze (R)
th
34 District
State Capitol Room 5160
Sacramento CA 95814
915-319-2034
5959 S. Mooney Blvd
Visalia CA 93277
559-636-3440
assemblymember.maze@assembly.ca.gov

US Senator Barbara Boxer (D)
112 Hart Office Building
Washington DC 20510
202-224-3553
senator@boxer.senate.gov

US Representative Devin Nunes (R)
1013 Longworth Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-2523
113 N. Church Street, Ste 208
Visalia CA 93291
559-733-3861
www.house.gov/nunes

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger (R)
First Floor, State Capitol
Sacramento CA 95814
916-445-2841
http://gov.ca/gov

Assemblywoman Nicole Parra (D)
th
30 District
State Capitol Room 5155
Sacramento CA 95814
916-319-2030
601 24th St, Ste A
Bakersfield CA 93301
661-334-3745
assemblymember.parra@assembly.ca.gov

Tulare County Board of Supervisors
Administrative Building
2800 Burrel Ave
Visalia CA 93291
559-733-6271
Allen Ishida, D1
Connie Conway, D2
Phil Cox, D3
J. Steven Worthley, D4
Mike Ennis, D5

ATI MACHINERY

AG EQUIPMENT RENTAL

• John Deere 9520T - 9420T - 8400T
• Case MX285 - 8950 Wheel Tractors
• Cat Challenger 95-85-75 Rubber Belted Tractors
• Cat D8K Direct Drive Mounted and Drawbar Tractors
• Cat D6C • 3 & 5 Shank Rippers • Discs
• Challenger MT865 - MT855 - MT835

CASE I/H MX285

JOHN DEERE 9520T

Serving Farmers
Since 1975

Call:

1-888-461-0625
www.atimachinery.com
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Editor’s Notes

Going Once, Going Twice, Sold!

It was a new experience. I had
never been to a property sale on the
Courthouse steps. In this case
it was held on the courthouse
ramp/breezeway in Visalia.
We went to see who would bid on a
neighboring property the IRS was
auctioning to recoup a tax lien. The
highest bidder would be our new
neighbor.
Before the sale got underway,
four bidders qualified by showing
auctioneer Doug McDonald they
had certified cashiers checks that
would cover 10% of their bid. The
balance would be due in two weeks,
he explained, along with other rules
of the sale.
In a matter of minutes it was all
over. We offered our new neighbor
our congratulations and any help
he might need to get settled. In
turn, we learned he has to return to
his home in France before he
makes the move to his new home.
He had found the sale posted on the
internet. Said he fell in love with the
place, even slept in his car overnight at the property to get the “feel”
of it.
We hope he comes soon and gets
water started to the parched
property. It has sat vacant for
months and some old and beautiful
landscaping trees have died, not to
mention the olives and citrus on the
34-acre property.
And, oh by the way, another lesson
learned: Don't mess with the IRS

Peripheral Preference
The Public Policy Institute of
California, well-respected for its
independent, objective and nonpartisan research on issues affecting California, has concluded a

New Dairy Safety
Film Available
State Compensation Insurance
Fund produces a whole host of
agricultural safety training films.
Its latest is “Dairy Safety” in
Spanish and English. All are on
loan to members from the Tulare
County Farm Bureau office.
The dairy DVD video covers the
specialized skills needed to work
safely with the animals, tools and
machinery found on modern
dairy farms. Viewers will hear
from experienced dairy employees and see their peers working
safely in various dairy settings.
The topics include:
• Herding
• Milking Parlor safety
• Lagoons & manure pit safety
• Working with Bulls
• Kick zones
• Feeding operations
• Tractor Safety
• Teamwork & communication
Call the Farm Bureau office,
559-732-8301 to make arrangements to use this and other
training videos.

peripheral canal is a viable plan to
fix the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta. In its July publication,
“Research Brief,” the PPIC reports
on a study from a multidisciplinary
team of experts from the University
of California, Davis.
They wrote, “Today, the Delta is
at a tipping point – its systems are
unstable and headed for major
change... The need for a new Delta
strategy is urgent and critical... A
peripheral canal – conveying water
around the Delta instead of
through it – should be part of a
long-term strategy for the Delta to
serve both water supply and
environmental objectives.”
Now, if only northern
Californians and especially those in
San Joaquin County would feel the
same, such a solution might move
forward before disaster strikes. “A
major earthquake could cause
catastrophic failure of the levee
system, jeopardizing water supplies from the Bay Area to San
Diego,” the study concluded.

Tulare County Farm Bureau News

Pricey Grapes
Did you see the item in the Fresno
Bee on Aug. 15? A new variety of
premium grapes, grown in Japan,
debuted in that country and
brought $910 for a single bunch at
auction! This amounted to $26 per
grape, paid by a Japanese hotel
manager to serve guests at the
upscale digs. The average price for
the new Ruby Roman grapes that
day was about $245 a bunch. The
variety, under development since
1994, is a product of a government
research center in Japan's northwestern Ishikawa prefecture.
Organics Feel the Pinch
The fruit and vegetable trade
press reports sales of organics have
taken a tumble as the price of fuel
and other essentials rise. Also, new
research reported in the Journal of
the Science of Food and Agriculture
showed there is no evidence to
support the argument that organic
food is better than food grown with
the use of pesticides and chemicals.
The study was done by researchers in the Department of Human
Nutrition at the University of
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Copenhagen. It was the first to look
at the retention of minerals and
trace elements by cattle fed a diet of
crops grown using three different
cultivation methods: 1, grown
organically; 2, as allowed by
regulation using a low input of
nutrients with animal manure, and
use of pesticides; and 3, a combination of high input nutrients
through mineral fertilizers and
pesticides as legally allowed.
The conclusion? No systematic
differences between cultivation
systems. Crops studied were
carrots, kale, mature peas, apples
and potatoes – staple ingredients
that can be found in most families'
shopping list.
Farm Advisors Come and Go
Last month we reported that
longtime vineyard farm advisor Bill
Peacock retired, with honors. Now
Jim Sullins, director of Tulare
County UC Cooperative Extension,
said he is pleased to announce the
long-vacant position of Dairy
Advisor has been filled. Noelia Silva
del Rio took her desk in the county
ag building Aug. 25. Jim said she is
from Spain via Minnesota.

Serving
all of

nty

ou
Tulare C
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World Scientists Confront Citrus Tristeza Virus Impacts
Future of Lindcove Research Center is considered.
Citrus tristeza virus (CTV) is a
worldwide problem for citrus
producers.
Experts on the disease from the
world's major citrus producing
regions met for two days in
Emeryville in mid-August to share
information and research concepts. The next day some of them
put their information into layman's terms in a Tulare seminar
for San Joaquin Valley citrus
producers.
Some of the underlying questions are:
• what is the impact of the
disease on commercial citrus
production,
• what's in store for nursery
operators,
• what are future research needs
to combat CTV, and
• what are the implications for
the future of University of
California's Lindcove Research
and Extension Center (UCLREC)?
When all was said and done, the
scientists told the citrus producers
“the ball is in your court.” Growers
in the San Joaquin Valley, where
CTV is still under control, must
decide how to move forward, they
said.
Several scenarios were laid out.
But, as the Lindcove Director Beth
Grafton-Cardwell put it, “each
scenario has separate consequences.”
Principal speakers at the Tulare
session were from Australia and
Spain – countries that have
learned to “live with” CTV.
Patricia Barkley, with Australian
Citrus Growers' Inc., explained the
complexity of the disease and its
ability to mutate from mild strains
to more severe strains known as
stem pitting and seedling yellows.

Tulare County Farm Bureau News
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Citrus Bin Exchange Takes
Place in Three Locations
September 17 and 24
Citrus field bins have a way of wandering around during the harvest
season. They get left in a grove or get mixed with another packinghouse's
bins. To facilitate a roundup and help get them sorted, three Tulare County
packinghouses are offering their premises for a first-time bin exchange.
Sean Blue, field operations manager at Sunny Cove Citrus, organizer of
the exchange, hopes it will become an annual event. “We think this
roundup will help eliminate the expense and man hours that packers and
their staffs annually expend to track down and retrieve their bins,” he said.
New bins are a capital expense for packinghouses, with the cost in the
neighborhood of $142 to $150.
The three participating houses are located in north, central and south
county. Growers and packers are asked to deliver bins to any of the three
locations between 8am and 4pm on Sept. 17.
The packinghouses where bins will be delivered and stored are:

Taking part in a citrus tristeza virus seminar for growers were l. to r. Chris Godfrey, CDFA; Mariano Cambra, Spain;
Marylou Polek, Central California Tristeza Eradication Agency; Vic Corkins, Chairman of CCTEA; Pat Barkley, Australia;
and Beth Grafton-Cardwell, UC Lindcove Research and Extension Center.

She said they are performing some
nursery inoculation with mild CTV
isolates to help protect against
stem pitting.
Nevertheless, she said, they have
not brought CTV under control
and they're hoping that legislation
that will stop movement of plant
materials from one part of the
country (or from illegal importation) will help them. “Otherwise, it
is a threat to the Australian orange
industry,” she said.
Mariano Cambra, from Spain,
said his country's battle with CTV
is similar to what California has
encountered. They have moved
away from using a sweet orange
rootstock that caused great tree
loss through quick decline.
Some 95% of their citrus is now
planted on CTV tolerant rootstock.
Some of the severe isolates discov-

ered there were introduced illegally from Japanese plant material. They, too, have established a
Citrus Variety Improvement
Program that provides budwood
from healthy plants.
Cambra said large scale tree
sampling surveys are conducted to
provide information for growers to
facilitate change. They have
devised a quick, efficient method of
testing called tissue analysis.
Spain, he said, has zero tolerance for CTV in nurseries. Still, he
said, by 2010 one hundred percent
of trees in Spain will be infected
with a strain of CTV virus.
Can Lindcove be saved?
Grafton-Cardwell summarized
the two days of scientific discussion into several scenarios that
would determine the future of
UCLREC. Eradication, which is

zero tolerance for CTV-infected
trees anywhere in the valley, she
said, is not realistic and impossible to achieve.
Suppression, on the other hand,
is. Suppression means to maintain
or reduce existing levels of CTV
infection below 1 percent of trees.
It recognizes that not every
infected tree will be eliminated and
surveys will be continuous.
However, in the end, it is up to
the growers to decide the path for
the future, she said. In that future
will be greater research needs.
Among them would be a better
understanding of the aphid vector;
discovery of a quicker, more
efficient means to test for the
disease; an increase in molecular
studies to describe and identify
California isolates of CTV, and a
better understanding of CTV
mutations that may be taking
place.
Another question might be, how
does the increasing mandarin
acreage (they are more susceptible) in the valley affect the disease
spread?

Cardoso Electric

North
Sunny Cove Citrus
440 Anchor Ave, Orange Cove

559-626-4085

Central
LoBue Bros. Exeter
662 North Spruce, Exeter

559-592-2548

South
Porterville Citrus
9289 Clemens Rd, Terra Bella

559-535-2200

Wednesday, Sept. 24 is the day scheduled for bin retrieval. As the bins
are received they will be separated by the owning entity. The proper owner
will be contacted and told the number and location where the bins are
stored.
There will be a charge of $2 for each bin picked up to help offset the
handling cost of the three facilities where the bins are collected.
Packinghouses that want to participate are asked to contact Blue. Phone,
559-352-9764, fax, 559-626-7210 or email sblue@sccitrus.com.

ROCHE OIL INC
Agriculture • Commercial
Industrial • Bulk Pricing

, INC.

GASOLINE • DIESEL FUEL • BULK OIL LUBRICANTS
FILTERS • FOOD GRADE LUBRICANTS
GREASE, SOLVENTS, KEROSENE

We Deliver
1120 E. Paige Ave. • PO Box 89 • Tulare, CA 93274
www.rocheoil.com

AN INDEPENDENT FRANCHISE OF

686-5837
Commercial Cardlock System

All New Design from the Ground Up

Inc.

Industrial • Commercial
Agriculture • Residential
Troubleshooting
Panel Upgrades
New Construction
Installation & Repairs
240/480 3 Phase
Indoor/Outdoor Lighting
Dairies

24 HR SERVICE
2525 So. “K” St.,
Tulare, CA 93274

Office: 559-687-2170
Fax: 559-687-7542
Lic.# 898261

In stock now for
Immediate Delivery.

Sturgeon & Beck, Inc.
Inc.
“Since 1926”

“Beyond Precision”

“DESIGNED FOR ACTION”

“WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE”

Family Run for 81 Years with Honest Dealing & Service

350 South "L" Street in Tulare

www.sturgeonandbeck.com

686-2811

Got bins? Do you have citrus picking bins tucked away in a storage area
being used for another purpose? They can be turned in on Sept. 17 in a noquestions-asked procedure.
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Don't be Caught or Crushed
by the Machines Around You
By Mike Klimenko
Farm Bureau Group Manager,
State Compensation Insurance Fund

If you've ever slammed your finger in a door,
you have some appreciation for the pain that is
associated with this type of accident. Multiply
that pain many times over and you have some
idea of the seriousness of caught or crushed
injuries.
There are 125,000 reported injuries of this
type in the United States every year. And
Mike Klimenko
undoubtedly there are many thousands of lesser
injuries that don't require reporting.
The point is, these types of injuries take a serious toll on the nation's
workforce, including farm families and their employees. Injuries can range
from bruises, cuts, and scalping to mangled and amputated body parts,
and even death.
Many of these accidents can be prevented. Training and observation go a
long way toward accident avoidance. Take the time to learn about the
caught/crush hazards on your farm or ranch so you, your family or
employees don't learn about the consequences first hand.
There is a great deal of agricultural activity throughout the year in
California, but it reaches its peak in late summer and early fall when many
of the major crops are harvested. This means a lot of machine activity both
in the field and in processing facilities and packinghouses.
Here are some safety tips to share with everyone involved in agricultural
activities on your farm or ranch.
• Machinery can pose a hazard with moving parts, conveyors, rollers and
rotating shafts. Never reach into a moving machine.
• Properly maintain and always use the machine and tool guards provided with your equipment; they act as barriers between the moving parts
and your body.
• Turn equipment off and use lockout/tagout procedures before adjusting, clearing a jam, repairing, or servicing a machine.
• Dress appropriately for work with pants and sleeves that are not too
long or too loose. Shirts should be fitted or tucked in. Do not wear loose,
dangling jewelry. Tie back long hair and tuck ponytail or braids behind you
or into your clothing.
• Wear the appropriate, well-fitting gloves for the job.
• Give your work your full attention. Don't joke around, daydream, or try
to multi-task on the job. Most accidents occur when workers are distracted.
• Read and follow warning signs posted on equipment.
• Doors, file drawers, and heavy crates can pinch fingers and toes. Take
care where you place your fingers.
• Test the weight before lifting, carrying, and placing boxes; an awkward
or heavy load can slip and pinch your hands or feet. Get help or use tools to
move large and/or heavy items.
Keep in mind that machines aren't the only things that can cause caught
or crushed injuries. Animals, particularly large livestock like cattle and
horses, can also deliver these types of injuries. Always stay alert when
working with or around animals. Stay out of their way whenever possible
and allow room to escape if the animal moves abruptly.
And above all, take the time to plan out your actions and decide on the
steps needed to work safely.

GOT TRASH?

Call 625-FARM (3276)
The Tulare County Sheriff's Department offers a valuable free service
to farmers and rural homeowners. Just call the number above and
arrangements will be made to pick up any unsightly trash and tires that
are dumped at the roadside (crews cannot come into private property).
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News Briefs cont’d from page 1

Light olive crop predicted – The
government's olive forecast estimates there are 65,000 tons of olives
this year in California, but growers
predict fewer than 45,000 tons will
actually be harvested because rising
fuel and labor costs mean they might
not make enough to cover the cost of
picking. It has been a roller coaster

for olive producers. Last year was a
boom with 132,000 tons harvested,
compared to the previous year's
record-setting low of 23,000 tons.
The problem this year took place in
May when triple-digit temperatures
hit during bloom. But the olive
bargaining association has
announced a 5 to 10-percent

increase over last year’s prices to
growers. See story on page 15.
Parra is a 'Rock Star' Assemblywoman Nicole Parra took
on her own Democratic party as she
rebelled from voting on its version of
the budget – holding out, instead, for
a water bond on the November
ballot. She abstained from a budget

CFBF Seeks Additional Water Shortage Stories
Farmers throughout California are experiencing drought conditions this summer. The California Farm
Bureau Federation is urging all Farm Bureau members to tell how it has affected their operations. Some may
have had to alter planting intentions, abandon a crop or sell off some livestock.
“We are interested in knowing how the water shortage is hurting our farmers and ranchers and we would
like to communicate their experiences to policymakers who represent us, so that they are well informed
about the impacts to agriculture,” said CFBF President Doug Mosebar.
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger proclaimed a state of emergency in the Central Valley due to severe water
shortages. Please complete the survey below. This information will be used to assure immediate actions are
taken to address drought conditions and water delivery reductions for counties statewide. Fax to (916) 4461391 or mail to California Farm Bureau, 1127 11th St., Suite 626, Sacramento, CA95814. The survey is also
online at www.cfbf.com/watersurvey.

Name: ___________________________________________Phone: ________________________
County: ________________________________________________________________________
Acreage: _______________________________________________________________________
Commodities produced: ___________________________________________________________
How much will your operations be affected by rationing this year? ___________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Have you had to take any acreage out of production due to lack of water? If yes, how many acres?
_______________________________________________________________________________
Have you had any specific crop losses? How much (in dollars)? ____________________________
Have you had to make any water diversions from one agricultural use to another? _______________
_______________________________________________________________________________
To what extent will you rely on groundwater this year?_____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Have you had to install any new wells? If yes, at what cost? ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
How efficient are your current irrigation practices? Would increased efficiency help you to close
your supply gap? _________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Have you had to let any employees go as a result of a reduction in your water allocation? How many?
_______________________________________________________________________________
What percentage have your overall input costs increased due to high fuel and fertilizer costs?
_______________________________________________________________________________
Any additional comments: __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Orchard Removal by

New methods
remove more
roots & reduce
clean-up costs!

vote that was not going to pass
anyway. Next day she was sent
packing by Assembly Speaker Karen
Bass to a new office in the “outback”
across the street from the capitol. In
the San Joaquin Valley, where the
water bond is so important, Parra
was praised for her gumption.
Fresno County Supervisor Bob
Waterston called her a rock star.
At press time, the budget was
nearly two months late with no
compromise in sight, and time was
running out to get the water bond on
the Nov. 4 ballot. Democrats are
preparing a counterproposal to the
$9.3 billion measure floated by Gov.
Schwarzenneger and supported by
the agricultural sector because it
includes the GOP's top priority –
money for dams.
Appeals court overrides VOC
ruling - Farmers in Ventura County
and the San Joaquin Valley breathed
a little easier Aug. 20 after the 9th
Circuit Court of Appeals reversed a
lower court order ruling that
required the Department of
Regulation (DPR) to reduce the use of
VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds)
in Jan. 2008. DPR began enforcement in Ventura County by reducing
use of fumigants by strawberry
growers and began formulating
efforts against composting in the
SJV in 2009. The three judge panel
said the lower court lacked the
authority to make that finding. “This
ruling allows DPR to adopt a more
thoughtful, comprehensive
approach to reducing pesticide
emissions that contribute to smog,
said DPR chief Mary-Ann
Warmerdam. The suit was originally
filed by Brent Newell, a lawyer with
the Center on Race, Poverty and the
Environment.

www.tulcofb.org

License #826935-A, C57

Nuts • Citrus • Stone Fruit

(661) 746-2623

Testing

www.kaweahpump.com
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Public hearings in store New Product Registered
on Edison line proposal for Citrus Disease

PACE pleased with process

Workshops conducted in
Farmersville and Woodlake by
the California Public
Utilities Commission in
mid-August assured
those protesting
Southern California
Edison's plan to run
a high transmission
line from Lemon
Cove to Visalia
there will be public
hearings on two
levels.
“We are very
pleased with the
PUC's response to our
letters and concerns,”
said George McEwen,
Lindcove area farmer and
president of PACE (Protect
Agriculture, Communities,
Environment), a coalition opposed to
Edison's preferred Route No. 1.
“But we darn sure want to get a large turnout for the Public
Participation Hearings before the administrative law judge,” he added.
“We will certainly beat the drum on this when the date is set.”
Doug Cover, project manager for Environmental Science Associates
(ESA), the firm providing environmental consultation to the PUC, said at
the workshops the Edison application is being reviewed in two parallel
processes and there will be opportunity for public comment in both of
them.
ESA is conducting the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
process, which focuses on environmental considerations of the preferred
route and the alternatives listed in Edison's application. In the final
document, said Cover, ESA may recommend an entirely different route
than what is envisioned by the applicant or the public – an environmentally preferred route.
The parallel process is conducted by the Administrative Law Judge
assigned to the case for the PUC. It weighs Edison's application for a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) in a separate
process under a more legalized set of rules. It concerns itself with the
economic factors such as rates, purpose and need for the project.
Under the CEQA process, both written and oral testimony will be taken
during the public scoping process for the Notice of Preparation.
Interested parties may submit information on the impacts of the project
and alternatives and suggest alternative routes.
There will be further public hearings once the Draft Environmental
Impact Report has been circulated. The final EIR is expected to be published and submitted to the CPUC in April, 2009.
In the parallel CPCN process, the Judge will hear public statements in
the Public Participation Hearings (PPH), expected to be held in Tulare
County in the area of the project.

Visit us online at www.tulcofb.org

A biological control product, PlantShield HC by BioWorks, Inc., received
a Special Local Need registration in California for management of
Hyphoderma gummosis of citrus. The Section 24C was issued in July
2008.
It is currently sold in California as a biological soil amendment for
nursery and ornamental crops and now the label has been expanded to
allow foliar and branch treatments of citrus trees in production.
Specifically, the label allows the biological control material to be a treatment of wood-exposing wounds of citrus in California.
The pathogen Hyphoderma sambuci causes the disease Hyphoderma
gummosis of citrus trees. Hyphoderma gummosis has only recently been
described causing disease on lemons and potentially other citrus crops in
California.
Symptoms include yellowing of leaves, branch cankers and dieback of
entire scaffold branches, as well as eventual tree death. The organism is a
wood decay fungus that enters woody plants through wood-exposing
wounds.
Air-borne basidiospores are actively released from fruiting bodies,
deposited on pruning wounds or other injuries, and germinate in wet
environments. The colorless, thin-walled spores are not long-lived, however, once the fungus is established in the wood of the tree, the organism
can persist for years producing numerous annual fruiting bodies (and
more spores!).
In research conducted by University of California scientists, treatments
with this biological control PlantShield HC were very successful in protecting wood-exposing wounds from the wood decay pathogen H. sambuci due
to its ability to colonize host tissue and allow for natural wound healing and
preventing invasion by the pathogen.
Currently, Plant Shield HC is an EPA-registered and OMRI-approved
organic product for use on selected crops in the United States including
California.
The treatment is applied with a non-air-assisted (highvolume) sprayer or hand application with a paint brush following pruning
or other wood exposing injuries.
Pruning wounds and other wood exposing injuries should be treated as
soon as possible after pruning or within 4 to 5 days (application should be
done at temperatures above 48F). A total of one to two applications can be
made to wood-exposing injuries. There are no restrictive entry interval
(REI) requirements. PlantShield HC should not be applied within 30 days of
harvest of lemons. For specific directions on usage and disposal follow the
current label.

}
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Application for Membership (Business or Individual)
Primary Contact:_________________________Title:______________________________

For the latest in News, Issues and Events see the TCFB website:
www.tulcofb.org
September
2
Young Farmers & Ranchers meeting, 6:30pm. Cafe 225,
Visalia
9
Agribusiness Kickoff Luncheon for the Tulare County Fair,
Jockey Club at the Fairgrounds – 11:30am; Registration
$25 per person. Call TCFB – 559-732-8301
10-14 Tulare County Fair, Tulare. Tickets can be purchased online
at www.tularefair.org.
13
Junior Livestock Auction at the Fair, Livestock Barns at the
fairgrounds. Be a bidder and help a youth. Farm Bureau
will serve you cold water during the sale and lunch at
noon.
11
TCFB Board of Directors meeting, TCFB Assembly Hall,
4pm
16
County Ag Advisory Mtg. 2:00pm, County RMA Bldg.
16
Deadline to sign up for crop insurance. Call Farm Services
Agency, 559-734-8732
17
TCFB Education Committee, 4:15pm
18
Kearney Alfalfa & Forage Field Day, Kearney Research &
Extension Center, 9240 S. Riverbend Ave., Parlier –
7:30am to noon.
23
Cotton Harvest Safety Workshop, presented by UCCE,
State Fund and Tulare and Kings County Farm Bureaus at
the Mid Valley Gin, Waukena. Includes free barbecue
lunch. Sign up by calling TCFB, 732-8301.
23
Youth Leadership Orientation meeting and business
etiquette training, TCFB Assembly Hall, 7:00 - 9:00pm
24
Citrus bin exchange at three county locations. Information:
Sean Blue, 559-352-9764
25
TCFB Land Use Committee, TCFB Assembly Hall, 3pm
27
Tulare County Livestockyard Bull & Horse Sale and
Western Trade Show, 9641 Ave. 384, Dinuba, noon sale,
7pm barbecue and entertainment
27
YF&R Casino Night at the Dairy Pavilion, International
Agri-Center, Tulare, 6pm social/dinner, 7:30pm casino
begins. Must be 21 to attend. For tickets call TCFB office,
559-732-8301
30
TCFB Executive Committee, TCFB Assembly Hall, 5pm

New Members
TULARE COUNTY FARM BUREAU
NEW MEMBERS
JUNE 1 – AUGUST 1, 2008

Tulare County Farm Bureau News

V = voting member
S = sustaining member
BS = business support

DISTRICT 1
V, Jody & Steven Fuller, Lemon Cove
DISTRICT 2
V, 3R Land and Development LLC, Russ Friend, Pixley
V, Thomas Fetch, O C Nursery, Tulare
S, Jan Lines, Tulare
DISTRICT 3
V, Karrie Batchelor, Visalia
V, Juanito & Felicidad Bravo, Visalia
S, Thomas Putzel, Visalia
DISTRICT 4
S, Jesse Herrera, Dinuba
S, Abel Sanchez, Dinuba
DISTRICT 5
S, Shelly & James Lovelady, Porterville
V, Floyd & Deanna Moore, Porterville
V, James & Larriann Torrez, J T Ag Services, Porterville

Additional Contact:_______________________Title:_______________________________
Business Name:____________________________________________________________
Physical Address:__________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________________________________
Phone: (

)___________________________Fax: (

) _______________________

Email Address:_____________________________________________________________
Website:_________________________________________________________________
Business Type: ___________Sole Owner ___________Partnership ___________Corporation
Business Activity:___________________________________________________________

Membership Classifications
Business Support Member
Annual Dues: $250/year
Membership includes all available member benefits including the monthly Tulare County
Farm Bureau NEWS, plus a Business Support listing in each month's newspaper, as well
as special discounted advertising rates for the newspaper.
Voting Member
Annual Dues: $125/year
Individuals who receive income from production agriculture join as Voting Members.
Membership includes all available member benefits, including the monthly Tulare
County Farm Bureau NEWS, as well as the weekly Ag Alert®, California's number one
agricultural newspaper.
Sustaining Member
Annual Dues: $105/year
All others join as Sustaining Members. Membership includes all available member
benefits, including the monthly Tulare County Farm Bureau NEWS, as well as the bimonthly California Country, filled with useful information and background on food
production, home gardening and other subjects.

ATTENTION: New members can join online at www.joinfb.com
or renew at www.cfbf.com

TCFB Board of Directors
Executive Committee
President
Edward Needham
(559) 977-7282
st
1 Vice President
Larry Peltzer
(559) 798-0051
2nd Vice President
Steve Godlin
(559) 804-8680
Treasurer
Chris Giannini
(559) 901-2825
Immediate Past President
Keith Watkins
(559) 834-5345
CFBF District Director
Nancy Pitigliano
(559) 752-4319
Livestockyards Representative
Livestockyards Chairman
Sam Travioli
(559) 636-3062
Young Farmers &
Ranchers Representative
YF&R Chair
Josh Pitigliano
(559) 752-4319
District 1 Representatives
Keith Cosart
(559) 592-2821
Kevin Kohnen
(559) 564-0146
Terry Langiano
(559) 686-2079
District 2 Representatives
Joey Airoso
(559) 967-5258
Tom Barcellos
(559) 730-6895
District 3 Representatives
Beth Baxley
(559) 625-9615
Brian Blain
(559) 732-5365
District 4 Representatives
Irene Bly
(559) 798-0346
Jon Dolieslager
(559) 591-0884
Domenic Fino
(559) 679-4141
Jason George
(559) 591-3535
(vacant)
District 5 Representatives
Joel Merritt
(559) 784-8916
Roger Everett
(559) 333-0283
(vacant)
Commodity Advisory State Committee Representatives
Apiary
Paul Godlin
Beef Cattle
Jon Dolieslager
Citrus/Avocado
Chris Lange
Dairy
Joey Airoso
Food Safety & Biotechnology
Brody Blain
Forestry
Jeff Gletne
Grapes
Eric Shannon
Hay
Justin Nuckols
Horticulture
Sal Soriano
Public Lands
Larry Duysen
Specialty Crops
Craig Knudson
Terry Baker
Sugar Beets/Dry Beans
OPEN
Service
Education (co-chairs)
Sandi Gist-Langiano
David Sharp
Fundraiser
David Sharp / Keith Watkins
Land Use
Brian Blain
Marketing
Bob McKellar
Membership
Ed Needham
Property
Keith Watkins
Rural Health & Safety/Rural Crime Prevention
Larry Stoneburner, M.D.
Scholarship
Chris Giannini
Water Resources
Keith Watkins
YF&R State Rep
Michael DePaoli
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DIRECTORY OF FARM BUREAU BUSINESS MEMBERS
BECOME A BUSINESS SUPPORT MEMBER
www.joinfb.com • 559-732-8301
Tulare County Farm Bureau offers a special category of membership for those interested in supporting Farm Bureau as business owners. If you
have a business, or merely want to show your support for the organization, your membership in the Business Support category is encouraged.
Here's what you get in return for your annual dues:
• An attractive wood and bronze membership plaque.
• A free listing every month on this page.
• Discounts on display advertising in this newspaper.
• All the benefits and services of Farm Bureau membership.
. TCFB News and E-News
• News of events and issues in
You will also receive the appreciation and support of the agricultural industry and Tulare County Farm Bureau members.
Join us to accomplish our mission: To promote and enhance the viability of Tulare County agriculture.
AG-AVIATION SERVICES
Moore Aviation, Inc.
PO Box 868, Tulare

686-3476

AG EQUIPMENT
Exeter Mercantile, Bob Schelling
258 E. Pine, Exeter
Farmers Tractor & Equipment Co.
1132 S. Main St., Porterville
Kings River Tractor, John Kellogg
1347 N. Century St., Visalia
Lawrence Tractor Co., Inc.
2530 E. Main St., Visalia
Linder Equipment Co.
311 E. Kern, Tulare
Quality Machinery
3820 S. K St., Tulare

592-2121
784-4967
627-0303
734-7406
685-5000
686-8701

635-4784
535-4463
798-1821
897-1077
626-4091
784-9021
686-6938
535-4461
564-1236
562-2574
651-2772
625-9416
686-5115

AG & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
& SERVICES
Agricultural Services Inc., Daniel Dreyer
PO Box 548, Lindsay
592-4297
BioWorld Products LLC Dale Barnes
PO Bos 2920, Visalia
651-2042
Central California Implement
1480 W. Inyo, Tulare
686-4747
Fruit Growers Supply
46031 Rd 124, Orange Cove
626-4629
Fruit Growers Supply
934 W. Scranton, Porterville
781-4461
Fruit Growers Supply
131 Rd 204, Woodlake
564-3525
Shannon Bros. Co., Inc.
24478 Rd 140, Tulare
686-4701
Tulare Firestone, Inc.
Lionel Pires
362 South K. St., Tulare
686-3313

AG-RESEARCH/TESTING
& CONSULTING
BASF Agricultural Research Station
10181 Ave 416, Dinuba
591-2548
Fruit Growers Laboratory, Inc.
3935 W. Victor, Visalia
734-9473
Research for Hire John Corkins
1696 S. Leggett, Porterville
784-5787
Turf Solutions, Inc.
3324 S. Jackie St., Visalia636-1833
Valley Tech Agricultural Services
2120 S. K St., Tulare
688-5684

AGGREGATES
Orosi Rock
Gary Shekerjian
14600 Ave. 420, Orosi

802-0029

AUTO DEALERS
Jim Manning Dodge Chrysler Jeep
194 W. Tulare St., Dinuba591-4910
Lampe Dodge Chrysler Jeep
1950 S. Blackstone, Tulare
686-7677
Surroz Motors, Inc.
3000 S. Mooney Blvd, Visalia
732-4700
Will Tiesiera Ford Mercury
2101 E Cross, Tulare
688-7471

AUTO PARTS
Pixley Auto Parts & Farm Supply
418 S. Main St., Pixley

BATTERY SPECIALIST
Battery Systems, Ron Roth
1601 E. Main St, Visalia

651-0245

BRUSH SHREDDING/TREE
TOPPING/HEDGING
A-Peltzer Enterprises
PO Box 48, Ivanhoe

AG FERTILIZER &
CHEMICALS SALES &
APPLICATIONS
Biagro Western Sales, Inc.
Peter Alvitre
35801 Road 132, Visalia
Crumbliss & Horton, Inc.
24569 Ave 90 Terra Bella
Central Valley Management, Inc.
Frank Marshall, Sr.
36040 Rd. 172, Visalia
Crinklaw Farm Service
Dave & Tami Crinklaw
13827 S. Zediker, Kingsburg
Eastside Chemicals, Inc.
5612 S. Hills Valley Rd.
Orange Cove
Gillespie Ag Service, Dana Gillespie
15301 Road 192, Porterville
Joaquin, Inc.
1349 N. “M” St., Tulare
Leffingwell Ag Sales
23576 Ave 96, Terra Bella
Natural Resources Group
34284 Road 196, Woodlake
Orange Belt Supply & Co.
25244 Rd 204, Lindsay
Soil Basics Corp
PO Box 2609, Visalia
SprayCo LLC
P.O. Box 7090, Visalia
Tulare Ag Products, Robert Prather
3703 S. K Street, Tulare

Rabobank Michael Wiley
618 W. Main St., Visalia
741-2011
Tri Counties Bank
2914 W. Main St., Visalia
741-2940
Tucoemas Federal Credit Union
2300 W. Whitendale, Visalia
732-8892
Valley Business Bank, Don Gilles
200 S. Court St., Visalia
622-9000
Westwood Capital Services / Dennis Sexton
813 W. Oak Ave. #C, Visalia
741-9400

798-1034
cell 804-1333

Baker Topping, Inc.
Mike Baker
804-4045
Mark Baker
804-4802
33198 Rd 168, Visalia
798-8011
Brush Control Inc.
PO Box 507, Visalia
732-2060
McKeller Farms, Inc.
Jim Stailey
Cell 906-0247
PO Box 189, Ivanhoe
Office 798-0557
Milinich Enterprises, Inc.
Jon Milinich
21275 Road 192, Lindsay
280-4747
Muller Farming, Patrick Muller
Jack Rabbit Chipping Services
732-1236
Peltzer Topping & Hedging
PO Box 10209, Terra Bella
789-9446
Reynolds Ranches Scott Reynolds
1389 S Westwood Ave., Lindsay
287-0000

BUILDING CONTRACTORS,
SUPPLIES, ETC.
Kaweah River Rock Co.
P.O. Box 515, Woodlake
Ralph Fuller Electric
253 W. Pine, Exeter
Sierra Forest Products
9000 Rd. 234, Terra Bella535-4893
W & E Electric, Cabinetry
12686 Ave 416, Orosi

564-3302
592-4633

528-3866

CELLULAR
COMMUNICATIONS
Next Step Communications
Bart Lang
1307 S. Mooney, Visalia

636-1600

COMPOST SALES
Earthwise Organics
PO Box 9927, Fresno
275-3300
New Era Farm Services
23004 Rd. 140, Tulare
686-3833
Tulare County Compost & Biomass Inc.
Gary Birdsong, Pres. / John Jones, Mgr.
24478 Rd. 140, Tulare
686-1622

COTTON
Jess Smith & Sons Cotton, LLC
Libanio Mendes
PO Box 1187, Bakersfield
(661) 325-7231
Mid-Valley Cotton Growers Inc.
PO Box 901, Tulare
686-2823

686-9644
687-8287
757-3522
686-0643
686-4581
752-4012

DEALER/BROKER

BANKING/
FINANCIAL SERVICES
A.G. Edwards & Sons David C. Sharp
3700 W. Mineral King, Visalia
636-8590
800-688-8590
Bank of the Sierra Ag Credit
PO Box 1930, Porterville
782-4432
Farm Credit West
3000 W. Main, Visalia
732-4501

Advanced BioTech LLC
PO Box 2920, Visalia

738-3176
625-7040

651-2042

FEED SUPPLEMENTS
& INGREDIENTS
Cal-Agro Seed Co., Inc.
6908 Ave 304, Visalia,
Nutrius, LLC
39494 Clarkson Dr.,Kingsburg

Armstrong Olive Co.
18589 Rd 232, Porterville781-7944
Bell-Carter Olive Co.
PO Box 338, Orange Cove
Cal Bean & Grain Cooperative
Drawer D, Pixley
Ruiz Food Products, Inc.
501 S. Alta, Dinuba

626-4411
757-3581
591-5510

L E Cooke Co.
26333 Rd. 140, Visalia,

City of Visalia
425 E. Oak Ave. Ste. 301, Visalia

732-5905

INDIVIDUAL
ABAA Visalia Ranch, Claude Atkins
15430 Avenue 296, Visalia
733-7350
Anton Caratan & Son
1625 Rd. 160, Delano
661-725-2575
Winfried Baur
PO Box 3749, Visalia
818-678-1228
Hester Orchards
PO Box 536, Farmersville
594-5025
Halopoff & Sons
19480 Rd. 244, Strathmore
568-1102
LeyCon, Inc.
PO Box 847, Exeter
592-4913
Ron Michaelis
31734 Mill Dr., Springville
Bob C. Nuckols/Justin Nuckols
13144 Road 216, Porterville
784-2793
PB Ranches, Gabriel Pena
12843 Ave. 416, Orosi
528-6997
Peterson Farms
26789 Rd. 188, Exeter
592-5274
Tri-T Farms
29630 Rd. 44, Visalia
651-1301
Whitson Farming, LTD. Kerry Whitson
18425 Avenue 264, Exeter
592-5860

591-8874

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Scout Specialties, Gary & Carolyn Lunsford
148 North M St., Dinuba
591-8234

IRRIGATION DISTRICT
Consolidated Peoples Ditch Co.
James Silva, Jr.
P.O. Box 366, Farmersville

747-1177

Agri-Valley Irrigation, Inc., Rod Cantrell
PO Box 11881, Fresno
285-3893
Bennett & Bennett Irrigation
P.O. Box 190, Selma
896-0200
Bowsmith
131 Second St., Exeter
592-9485
Fruit Growers Supply
131 Rd 204, Woodlake
564-3525
Hydratec
County Line Rd & Rd 192 Delano
725-6656
Rain for Rent, Mitch Martin
2474 W. Whitesbridge, Fresno
485-5610

651-CORN
897-5862

Salud Tapia Farm Labor
296 N. Cambridge, Visalia
Valley Pacific Farm Labor
Guadalupe Marroquin
41629 Rd. 120, Orosi

F&J Recycling (Orchard Removal)
Fritz Stieb
3745 W. Caldwell Ave. #B, Visalia
804-4420

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Central California Tristeza Eradication
Agency
22847 Rd. 140, Tulare,
686–4973
College of the Sequoias Farm
2245 S. Linwood, Visalia,730-3916
Kings River Conservation District
4886 E. Jensen Ave., Fresno
237-5567
Porterville Chamber of Commerce
93 N. Main, Ste A, Porterville
784-7502
Tulare Chamber of Commerce
26 North L St,Tulare
686-1547
Tulare County Fair
215 Martin Luther King Jr., Tulare
686-4707
Tulare County Sheriff’s Dept - Prison Farm
Tom Guinn
36000 Rd. 112, Visalia 93291
Visalia Chamber of Commerce
220 N. Santa Fe, Visalia
734-5876

PACKING HOUSES
Gillette Citrus Co.
10175 S.Anchor Ave., Dinuba
Golden Maid Packers
19812 Rd 232, Strathmore
Paul Enos Packing, Inc.
14257 Ave. 320, Visalia
Sequoia Orange Co., Inc.
150 W. Pine, Exeter
Venida Packing Company
Verne Crookshanks
19823 Ave. 300, Exeter,
Visalia Citrus Packing Group
Golden State Packers
19743 Ave. 344, Woodlake

592-9103
798-1071
217-8194
528-4756
784-0829
539-3029
564-3620
805-5390
651-5900
696-5485

LAND LEVELING/RIPPING/
ORCHARD REMOVAL
Barnett Land Leveling Co.
2300 N. Gill Rd., Exeter
592-2767
C & D Orchard Laser Leveling
16536 Ave. 288, Exeter
594-4769, 741-9613 or 625-4149
Laser Land Finishing, Inc.
P.O. Box 694, Visalia
732-4292
Wood Bros., Inc., Don Wood
PO Box 216, Lemoore
924-7715

626-4236
568-2030
738-8331
592-9455
592-2816
564-3351

PACKING HOUSE
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIER
MAF Industries, Inc.
Denny Bilton, Director of Sales
PO Box 218, Traver

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
& SUPPLIES

Alberto Robles
PO Box 334, Exeter
Jose Martinez Labor Contractor
15364 Avenue 328, Ivanhoe
M & G Harvesting Miguel Gutierrez
PO Box 24, Lindsay
Mountain View Ag Services
Leonard Hutchinson
41727 Road 125, Orosi
Orange Belt Ag Enterprises
Jesse Ontiveros
PO Box 1231, Porterville
Pick Pack & Haul Inc.
Tony Chavez, Jr.
PO Box 1349, Porterville
R.A. Franco Farm Labor
20084 Avenue 360, Woodlake

732-9146

ORCHARD REMOVAL

HEARING AIDS
Miracle Ear Hearing Center
4006 S. Demaree, Visalia

Arrow Head Cattle Co.,
Bill Freeman
9303 W. Airport Dr, Visalia
625-9900
Bamford Dairy Cattle LLC
Gale, Arlene & Todd Bamford
3212 Ave. 352, Traver
897-1800
Stuhaan Cattle, Dane Stuhaan
4811 Ave 272, Visalia
688-7695
Tulare County Stockyard Inc.
Jon Dolieslager
9641 Ave. 384, Dinuba
591-0884
Visalia Livestock Market, Randy Baxley
PO Box 2529, Visalia
625-9615

NURSERY PRODUCTS

GOVERNMENT

LABOR CONTRACTOR

DAIRY

ENVIRONMENTAL
757-3574

302-1001

FOOD PROCESSING

California Controlled Atmosphere
39138 Road 56, Dinuba

Anchor Warehouse Services
Garth Ramseier
970 E. Meyer Dr., Exeter
592-4111
First Street Commodities & Cold Storage
401 First St, Exeter
594-9195

E and M Commodities
5934 W. Cutler, Visalia,
Premier Pacific Trading
121 E. Main St., Visalia

LIVESTOCK
707-9019

INDUSTRIAL REFRIGERATION

COLD STORAGE

Amaral Dairy Service
413 North I St. Tulare
Land O’Lakes
400 South M, Tulare
Randy Gorzeman
9599 Ave. 88, Pixley
Nunes Bros. Dairy
20439 Road 124, Tulare
Wasnick Bros. Dairy Supply
1012 North J, Tulare
Warren Hettinga Dairy, et al
13002 Avenue 128, Tipton

Superior Supplements
Kristi L. Mefford, General Manager
4375 N. West St., Tulare
Western Milling LLC
PO Box 1029, Goshen,

Hocking Denton Palmquist, CPA
3326 W. Mineral King Ave, Visalia
625-4444
Horswill, Mederos & Soares, Attorneys
791 N. Cherry, Tulare
686-3861
Mitchell Insurance Services
Kelly Mitchell
2236 W. Sunnyside #3A, Visalia
713-1315
MVP Premier Insurance
737 N Ben Maddox Way, Visalia
738-0126
Nielsen & Associates Insurance
Bill Nielsen
502 N Kaweah, Exeter
(800) 842-8818
NSE Insurance Agencies, Inc.
Ken Stevens
160 South D, Exeter
592-9411
Pine, Langley/Pedroncelli, Inc., CPA
William Pine
5100 W. Cypress, Visalia
625-9800
Rauber & Johnson, Attorneys
James C. Johnson
1007 N. Demaree St., Visalia
741-1800
R L Schafer & Associates
Engineers/Surveyors/GIS Mapping
2904 W. Main St., Visalia
734-1348
Ron Frazier, Financial Consulting
10885 Ave. 360, Visalia
738-8523
State Compensation Insurance Fund
Joe Gonzalez, District Manager
10 River Park Place East, Fresno
433-2600
Steve Bratcher & Associates, CPA
1124 N. Chinowth Rd., Visalia
627-6916
Valley Industrial & Family Medical Group
225 S. Chinowth, Visalia
627-3222
755 E. Terrace, Tulare
685-8800
Vollmer, Daniel, Gaebe & Grove, CPA
100 Willow Plaza, Suite 400, Visalia 733-1051
Ward R. Stringham, Attorney at Law
756 E. Tulare Ave., Tulare
686-1747

QUALITY CONTROL
Fresh Buyers Inspections, Inc, Kevin Beno
PO Box 3745, Visalia(559) 733-5556

REAL ESTATE SALES &
DEVELOPMENT
Pearson Realty, Jim Olivas
1820 S. Central St. #C, Visalia,
732-7300
The Ranch Company, John Grimmius
3904 W. Caldwell, Visalia,
733-3232

SECURITY
AAA Security Inc.
321 E. Noble, Bldg. C, Farmersville

594-5600

SOIL FUMIGATION
TriCal Inc
P.O. Box 1327, Hollister

651–0140

STATE MARKETING ORDER
Citrus Research Board
323 W. Oak, Visalia

738-0246

TRAINING & EMPLOYMENT
897-2905

PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTORS
& PRODUCTS
Delta Liquid Energy (propane)
Dennis Parker
648 N Farmersville Blvd, Farmersville
747-0618
Don Rose Oil Co., Inc.
205 N. Ben Maddox Way, Visalia
733-4717
Jack Griggs, Inc.
1149 S. Kaweah Ave, Exeter
592-3154
J.C. Lansdowne Inc.
8601 W. Roosevelt Ave, Visalia
651-1760
Valley Pacific Petroleum Services
1633 E. Mineral King, Visalia
732-8381

PRODUCE BROKERAGE &
MARKETING
Fiesta Fruit Inc.
Patrick Inkster
507 W. School, Visalia
The Chuck Olsen Company
PO Box 6487, Visalia,
651-5900
Trinity Fruit Sales
David White
322-7100
9493 N Fort Washington Ste 102, Fresno

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Buckman-Mitchell, Inc.
301 W. Main, Visalia
733-1181
DEH & Associates, CPA
David Hebebrand, 831 W. Morton Ave.,
Porterville
781-2153
Dennis R. Keller/James H. Wegley, Water
Engineers
209 S. Locust, Visalia
732-7938
Bret Bastrire, CPA
3330 W Mineral King #C, Visalia
625-9240
Franklin & Associates Taxes, Bookkeeping,
Financial Planning, Real Estate
Paul Franklin
65 W Olive, Porterville 782-1941
Gilman, Harris & Travioli, CPA
320 W. Oak, Visalia
627-2725
M. Green and Company LLC
Kevin M Green
308 South M St., Tulare
688-7401

Proteus Inc.
1830 N. Dinuba Blvd., Visalia

733-5423

TRUCK & TRAILER
E M Tharp, Inc.
15243 Rd. 192, Porterville

782-5800

TWINE RECYCLING
Central Valley Roll-off & Recycling
PO Box 6996, Visalia
713-1313

UTILITIES
Ensave Inc. / Ag Efficiency Plus
(incentives & free energy audits)
Katherine Long, Program Manager
800-791-7541
Southern California Edison
2425 S. Blackstone St., Tulare
738-5600

VETERINARY SERVICES
Gerald Haggard
251 South F St, Exeter
Valley Veterinarians, Inc.
2861 S. K St., Tulare

594-5215
686-1447

WELDING FABRICATION
Doug DeLeo Welding Inc
PO Box 878, Lindsay

562-3700

WELLS/PUMPS/PIPE
Cal Gro Pump Service Inc.
Bob Tracy
PO Box 335, Dinuba
Kaweah Pump, Inc.
15499 Ave 280, Visalia
US Farm Systems, John Houle
4555 South “K”, Tulare,
Willitts Equipment Co, Inc
15445-B Ave. 296, Visalia

591-4702
747-0755
685-0340
734-6342

WOOD STAKES
Kens Stakes & Supplies
193 S. Mariposa Ave,Visalia

747-1313
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Farmland Values Continue to Rise Got Photos?
Although real estate values may
have fallen in many urban areas,
agricultural land prices continue
to rise, according to a U.S.
Department of Agriculture annual
report.
The review, which examines
land values and cash rent prices
for 2008, found that the average
value of an acre of farmland rose
8.8 percent compared with the
previous year. Included in the
average was both irrigated and
non-irrigated land.
In January, the average acre of
farmland was valued at a record
$2,350. Cropland rose 10 percent

to $2,970, up from a previous high
of $2,690 in 2007. Pastureland rose
6 percent to $1,230 per acre.
Strong commodity prices and
farm programs, outside investments, favorable interest rates and
tax incentives continue to spur farm
real estate values to record levels,
according to the report.
Regionally, the increases differed
ranging from 1.6 percent in the
Northeast to 15.5 percent in the
Northern Plains. The highest farm
real estate values remain in the
Northeast where development
pressures continue to push the
average value to $5,080 per acre.

In California, for example, an
average acre of irrigated farmland
was priced at $12,400, up 5.1
percent from 2007, according to
the report. In Washington state,
an acre of irrigated farmland was
$4,350, up 8.8 percent from
2007. And in Florida, an acre of
irrigated farmland went for
$10,500.
Of the 48 states surveyed, the
report found the priciest farmland
in Massachusetts, where an
average acre went for $12,200, up
3.4 percent from 2007. Alaska
and Hawaii were not included in
the USDA survey.

This year’s categories include:

• Kids & Critters
• From Farm to Fork
• All in a Day’s Work on the Farm
• Natural Beauty
• Budding Artists – Brand new
category for young shutterbugs!

Deadline for entries Sept. 26, 2008
California Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom
(CFAITC) invites aspiring shutterbugs ages 13 and under who are
children of Farm Bureau members to
submit their very own photos
showcasing California agriculture.

See details at www.cfbf.com

Olive Prices Are Up for '08

The Olive Growers Council, a Visalia-based bargaining association,
announced price agreement with California's two remaining olive canners
for the 2008 table olive crop that is predicted to be about half the size of
normal production.
The price agreed to between the Council and Bell Carter Olive Company,
Corning, and Musco Family Olive Company, Tracy is a 5 to 10 percent
increase over 2007's prices. The announcement was made by Adin Hester,
president of the grower's bargaining association.
“We are a bit disappointed that it has taken such a long time before
growers know what will be paid. They (growers) have been spending money
since spring to bring the current crop to harvest. It is very difficult to
commit funds to the production without knowing what the income will be,”
said Hester.
He said the cost of production for table olives has risen sharply this year
due to increased fuel costs and the disruption of commodity markets.
Growers have seen their costs increase 25-30 percent in one year.
The bright note in this year's harvest picture is an increase in the labor
pool availability, following the decline of the housing market. “Many farm
workers left field work to join the construction boom,” said Hester. “They
are back now looking for work.”
According to the OGC's report, California olive acreage has shrunk to well

under 26,000 acres in recent years. The organization said the attrition has
been caused by the labor intensive harvest requirements during a short
harvest window and the opportunity to switch to more profitable crops.
It also attributes increasing tonnage of subsidized foreign olive imports
for taking away more than 45 percent of the California table olive business,
with nearly all the black ripe sliced olives used by U.S. pizza companies
being from foreign countries.
Prices per ton to growers by variety and size for 2008 are:
Manzanillo:
Sevilliano:
Extra large
$1210
Super Colossal
$1050
Large
$1210
Colossal
$1050
Medium
$1210
Jumbo
$1050
Small
$ 650
Ex Large “C”
$ 350
Petite
$ 400
Ex Large “L”
$ 300
Sub-Petite
$ 350
Undersize/culls
$ 10
Undersize/Culls
$ 10
Growers will receive an increase in their hauling allowance for the 2008
season to deliver harvested olives to the processor receiving station. The
amount is based on terms in processor contracts. Growers should check
with their processors.
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Party Barns
from page 1
chemical and nutrient applications
and “most spray companies will not
make applications within a quarter
mile of such a facility.”
The setback should be part of the
applicant's property and facility
design, Farm Bureau insists, not to
be taken from the neighboring
property.
The committee said it supports use

September 2008

of the Rural Valley Lands Plan
criteria to score all special use
permits or variances to zoning that
relate to applications for assemblage
of people.
The RVLP should also be used by
code enforcement to correct violations with non-conforming facilities
operating without proper permits,
said the FB committee.
Beyond the new permits, Farm
Bureau's letter said, “It is critically
important that we enforce our

ordinances and zoning laws to the
fullest extent and not operate by
‘exception to the rule’.”
Too many rural parcels are being
eroded by urban sprawl, ranchette
development and conversion of
farmland to non ag uses. All of these
factors are being multiplied by
‘exception to the rule’ governance,”
said the land use committee. In
many cases this leads to granting
variances and special use permits
that are not compatible with sur-

Join

Farm
Bureau
www.joinfb.org

PUT YOUR
BUSINESS CARD HERE
FOR ONLY $50 A MONTH
CALL THE VALLEY PRESS
AT 635-3200

NURSERY

INSURANCE

PUMP SERVICE
SALES ? SERVICE ? REPAIR

DOMESTIC ? AGRICULTURAL ? INDUSTRIAL
24-HOUR DAIRY SERVICE

(559) 734-6342
15445 B AVE. 296, VISALIA, CA ? LIC. #575312

FUEL

NURSERY

IRRIGATION

J. C. LANSDOWNE, INC.
Distributor

Fuels
Lubricants
Chemicals

Greases
Soaps
Additives

STEVEN C. LANSDOWNE
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 6070
Visalia, CA 93290
Fax (559) 651-8156

INVESTMENTS

PUMP SERVICE

559-673-4261
559-674-0490

19170 Hwy. 99
Madera, CA 93637

ORCHARD LEVELING

Do you need an investment consultant?

Manufacturers of
LASSEN PUMPS
Parts for All Pumps
DAIRY SPECIALISTS

2873 W. Inyo Ave.
Tulare, Ca 93274
CONTR. LICENSE 397897

Telephone (559) 686-8761

David C. Sharp

C&D
Orchard

Are you interested in strategies to help preserve
your investment and still have market potential?
“I will strive to help you build wealth
and reduce or defer taxes.”
MEMBER SIPC

Soults Pump & Equipment Co.
TURBINES
PRESSURE PUMPS
DITCH or LOW LIFT
SUBMERSIBLES
DAIRY SUMP
TAILWATER
FLUSH PUMPS

Bulk Plant
8601 W. Roosevelt Ave.
Visalia, CA 93291
Phone (559) 651-1760

IRRIGATING THE VALLEY SINCE 1967
DESIGN THROUGH INSTALLATION

Financial Consultant
CA Ins Lic#0C64764

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc.

Please consult “Important Information About Your Relationship With
A.G. Edwards” on agedwards.com/disclosures for a discussion of the
difference between our brokerage and advisory service.

3700 W. Mineral King • Visalia, CA 93291 • 559.636.8590

Laser Leveling
(559) 741-9613
SPECIALIZING

IN

WALNUTS, ALMONDS

David Clements
Home (559) 625-4149
Pager (559) 749-8380

AND

PLUMS

Kenny Doyle
Home (559) 594-4769
Pager (559) 735-7380

A.G. Edwards is a division of Wachovia Securities, LLC.

IRRIGATION SUPPLIES

BRUSH SHREDDING

West Valley Supply

GARY LAUX

IRRIGATION SUPPLIES

559-781-2741
559-781-6622 FAX
559-783-3212 CELL

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL DAIRY
26710 S. MOONEY BLVD ., VISALIA, CA 93277

MICHAEL TAYLOR
DESIGN SERVICE
TAKE OFF
FREE ESTIMATES

688-1977
688-1169
FAX 688-3709

TRI-L BRUSH SHREDDING
1359 W. Teapot Dome Ave. • Porterville, CA 93257-9378

ATTORNEYS

INSURANCE
Specialists
&

HORSWILL, MEDEROS & SOARES

Farm Programs

Kelly Mitchell
Lic#OC27067

2336 W. Sunnyside, Suite A

phone 559.713.1315
fax 559.713.1316
agins-fsa.com
Visalia, California 93277

791 North Cherry Street
P.O. Box 29
Tulare, CA 93275
Phone: 559.686.3861
Fax: 559.686.1514
email: Admin@TulareEsq.com
website: www.TulareEsq.com

STEEL
Flat – Square – Round – Angle – Channel – Beam
Pipe – Tube – Sheet – Plate – Rebar

INDUSTRIAL HARDWARE
Tillage – Implements – Fasteners – Chain – Bearings – Chain Drives
V-Belt Drives – Pipe Fittings – Hose – Spray Equipment – Safety Equipment
Steel
(559) 583-7746
Fax 583-9457
12600 S. 10th Ave.

Hanford, CA 93230

Industrial Hardware
(559) 582-4417
Fax 582-7136
12918 Hanford/Armona Rd.

ORCHARD & VINEYARD CLEANING

in

Crop Insurance

STEEL & INDUSTRIAL HARDWARE

Joseph Lewis Horswill
Dennis A. Mederos
Joseph F. Soares
Attorneys at Law

Liebelt Inc.

Orchard & Vineyard Clearing
DEEP RIPPING
28
SHALLOW RIPPING
years in
DISCING
business!
DOZING
SHREDDING
Myron Liebelt
559-638-3771
559-859-2728

Ryan Liebelt
559-638-3771
559-859-2729

