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2018 Dairy Family of the Year - Mario & Joe Simoes

The Mario and Joe Simoes families celebrating the news of the 2018 Dairy Family of the Year award.

Mario and Joe Simoes pride
themselves on being a close family,
having a solid work ethic, and
being willing to help those in need.
These are virtues they have lived
by throughout their lives and it
is evident they are demonstrating
these values for their families’
future generations.
Isaias and Olivia Simoes
welcomed their first child, Mario,
into the world on August 30, 1935
on the island of Terceira in the
Azores. Their second son, Joe, was
born 12 minutes later. The family
grew by six children over the next
9 years. Isaias and Olivia worked
diligently side by side to meet the
needs of their family.

When the twins were nine, and
their youngest sibling was three
and a half months old, their mother
was working in a field when she was
bit by a bug. Medical attention did
not arrive in time and she tragically
passed three days later leaving
Isaias to manage a house and
eight children on his own. Isaias
and his children survived with the
assistance of family, but realizing
his family needed more than he
could give them on his own. Three
years later, he married Olivia’s
sister, Albertina.
Tia Albertina
became “Mom” and soon after being
married, the family welcomed three
more children.
The family was surviving in

Portugal, but Isaias wanted more
for his family, so he set his sights on
America. In 1950, after borrowing
$6,000 from his brother, Antonio,
Isaias and his five oldest children
traveled to America by boat and by
plane. Upon arriving in California,
Isaias and his children were
welcomed into the homes of their
family members. Isaias had two
goals, earn enough money to pay
his brother back and earn enough
money to reunite his family.
Four weeks after arriving in the
“Land of Opportunity,” Isaias went
to work for Manuel Faria and Sons
Dairy Farm. This opportunity put
a roof over their head. Mario and
Joe were 15 and went to work at

their first job. Their sister Mary
was 14, and having never boiled
water, she now had an entire house
to manage.
The family worked
hard and in three and a half years,
the family that was left in the
homeland was able to join them in
America.
Twenty years after coming to
America, the Faria family sold
the Simoes family their first dairy
farm. Today, Mario, Joe, and their
extended families have more than
10,000 cows, farm roughly 3,000
acres and employ just over 100
people.
Mario has been married to his
wife Gloria for nearly 60 years and
See 2018 Dairy Family - Page 4

2017 Dairy Family of the Year Completes their Reign
A full year has passed since the
Louie Tristao family was honored
with the 2017-2018 Dairy Family of
the Year Award at the 2017 Salute
to Dairy Dinner hosted by the
Tulare County Dairy Women and
the Tulare Chamber of Commerce.
Over the years, the Tristao family
has demonstrated strength in
all areas of the selection criteria
including their leadership qualities;
involvement in other Tulare County

Community activities; how well
their dairy is ran with efficiency,
quality milk production, cow
comfort, nutrition, and financial
responsibility;
prominence
in
the dairy industry and name
recognition; and how well the
family improves the image of the
dairy industry.
Louie Tristao’s success in
the dairy business was founded
in the hope and hard work that

his parents, Adrian and Georgina
Tristao, humbly brought with them
to this country from their original
home on an Azores island. It was
their struggle and faith that carried
them through hard times and made
the way for their family to realize
a great future in Tulare County.
Louie and his siblings, Carl,
George, Danny, and Zelia, grew up
working alongside their parents on
dairies in Tulare and Porterville.

In 1991 Tom Barcellos proposed
a joint venture with Louie to get
him started in the dairy business.
The partnership included Max
and Joey Ribeiro, Tom and Louie.
Eventually Max and Joey moved
their operations to Hanford and
Tom and Louie continued to dairy
together, expanding to a second
dairy facility in Porterville.
In 2004, the second dairy that
See 2017 Dairy Family - Page 4
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2017 Dairy Princess Bids Farewell

It has been both a great honor
and privilege to serve as the
Tulare County Dairy Princess this
past year. I have seen my passion
for the dairy industry as well as
community outreach increase
immensely.
My journey started last June at
the annual Coronation and Salute
to the Dairy Industry event where
I was selected. I then attended
Dairy Princess Training camp,
where I was instructed in proper
etiquette. I learned how to eat like
a princess, dress like a princess,
and truly be a princess! I was able
to meet princesses from across
the state and also gained a great
deal of presentation skills that
have helped me in my classroom
presentations throughout the
year. I also was able to attend the
California State Fair and answer
various questions about the dairy
industry.
Throughout the year, I was
fortunate to take part in various
community events such as the
Tulare County Fair, Progressive
Agriculture Safety Day, the
Tulare Christmas Parade, the
World Ag Expo, Tulare Dairy Herd
Improvement Association (DHIA)
Annual Banquet, and the Tulare
Farmer of the Year luncheon.
Along with that, I was able to visit
schools throughout the county
after developing a curriculum for
3rd through 5th grade students,
explaining basic facts about cows,
the process of milk coming to the
grocery store, and dairy product
nutrition.
As my year of reign comes to
a close, I reflect back and realize

Hayley Fernandes (left), 2017 District nine Dairy Princess, and alternate Abbigail Prins have spent the
past year advocating for California dairies.

the significant positive effect this
program has had on my life. I have
been able to gain professionalism
and poise while serving the industry
I love. I want to thank the Tulare
County Dairy Women, and all the
hardworking dairy families in this
county that have given me this
opportunity to serve. Next fall, I
plan to study Dairy Science at either
Cornell University or California
Polytechnic State University. With

my education, I hope to continue
advocating for this industry. I am
truly grateful and blessed for all the
opportunities I have experienced
as Dairy Princess. Thank you for
allowing me to represent such an
important part of Tulare County
Agriculture. It has been an amazing
experience I will always remember.
Hayley Rose Fernandes
2017-2018 Dairy Princess

Past
Tulare County
Dairy
Princesses
1985............ Ellie deJong-deHoop
1986......... Michelle Lorenzo-Faria
1987..............Lori Sousa-Cardoza
1988......Deanne Mendonca-Davis
1989...........Nicole Lorenzo-Schott
1990............. Tracy Coito-Rusnak
1991.....................Rhonda Bertao
1992.............. Kellie Gomes-Kroes
1993........Rose Sanchez-Machado
1994... Michelle Ferguson-Stetsko
1995.......................... Mary Helen
		
Sanchez-Allwein
1996........... Tania Simoes-Ribeiro
1997...Amanda Martin-deCampos
1998.......Andrea Parreira-Mendes
1999..........Michelle Vieira-Freitas
2000............................ Julie Silva
2001............Desiree O’Neill-Gates
2002........ Nicole Searby-Mulligan
2003......... Amie Aguiar-Pitigliano
2004............Daylene VanderTuig		
Van Hulzen
2005................. Andrea Van Beek
2006..........Amanda Curti-Warren
2007.....Jacky Van Beek-De Jager
2008.................... Megan Ferreira
2009......................... Chelsi Faria
2010.........................Sarena Silva
2011................Alexandra Macedo
2012............Elyse Borba-DeGroot
2014................ Hannah Van Dyk
2015.....................Madalyn Vieira
2016...................... Annika Atsma
2017................ Hayley Fernandes
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2018 Dairy Princess Coronation and Salute to Dairy Industry
Event Slated for June 15th

The
Tulare
Chamber
of
Commerce and the Tulare County
Dairy Women will present the
34th Annual Tulare County Dairy
Princess Coronation on Friday,
June 15th at the International
Agri-Center’s Heritage Complex in
Tulare. The event is a collaboration
between
the
Tulare
County
Dairywomen, the California Milk

Advisory Board, and the Tulare
Chamber of Commerce to “Salute
the Dairy Industry.” The evening
begins at 6 p.m. with a wine and
cheese social hour and silent
auction, followed by dinner at 7
p.m. and the program. The Joe
and Mario Simoes Dairy will be
awarded Dairy Family of the Year,
and the culminating event will be

the coronation of the new Dairy
Princess.
Organizers are pleased to have
three young women competing
for the Title of District 9 Dairy
Princess. The Dairy Princess will
serve as a dairy ambassador for
the coming year. The contestants
are: Kaylee Faria, Jenna Koetsier,
and Lindsay Mendonca. California

District 9 to Crown 2018 Dairy Princess

Jenna Koetsier

Kaylee Faria

Three young women will
compete for the prestigious title of
Dairy Princess during ceremonies
at the upcoming District 9 Dairy
Princess Contest. The event will
be held Friday, June 15, 2018, at
the International Agri-Center in
Tulare.
This year’s contestants are:
Kaylee Faria of Visalia, Jenna
Koetsier and Lindsay Mendonca of
Tulare.
Kaylee is the daughter of
Eric and Farrah Faria of Visalia.
She is a junior at El Diamante
High School and active in FFA, El
Diamante Marching Miners and
TKMEA honor band. Kaylee grew

Lindsay Mendonca

up on her family dairy, Faria & Sons
Dairy. In FFA, Kaylee serves as
both the chapter and Tulare-Kings
Sectional vice president; she also
participates in numerous speaking
competitions such as opening
and closing, creed, impromptu
and prepared public speaking,
along with citrus judging. Kaylee
is concurrently enrolled at the
College of the Sequoias where she
is currently taking college courses.
Jenna is the daughter of Edwin
and Kristi Koetsier of Tulare. She
is a junior at Tulare Western High
School and an active member of
both FFA and cheer. Jenna is a
fourth generation dairy farmer and

shows dairy cattle. She is also
a past Tulare FFA dairy cattle
judging team member and is on
the dairy products judging team.
Lindsay is the daughter of
John and Suzanne Mendonca
of Tulare. She attends Tulare
Western High School and is an
active member of the FFA and
current chapter parliamentarian.
Lindsay is a member of the dairy
products judging team, past
member of the dairy cattle judging
team and shows dairy cattle at
the Tulare County Fair.
The young lady crowned as
Dairy Princess will represent the
dairy industry in the counties of
Inyo, Mono and Tulare. She will
serve the area as ambassador
for the dairy industry at schools,
service groups and with the media.
The newly selected princess
and her alternate will attend a
training session with workshops
on presentation development,
promoting the California dairy
industry and leadership and
etiquette tools.

Dairy Princesses build a favorable
public image for milk and dairy
products through appearances
at industry and agricultural
functions, presentations to school
groups, and interviews with the
media. The Dairy Princess program
has proven to be an invaluable
experience for both the crowned
princess and those children and
adults she encounters throughout
her reign.
Tulare Chamber CEO Donnette
Silva Carter commented on the
upcoming event, “Tulare County is
the dairy capital of the world, and
what better way to celebrate than
this Salute to the Dairy Industry
and Dairy Princess Coronation
event, which is held during
National Dairy month. In addition
to our princess candidates and the
Simoes family, we look forward to
showcasing the dairy industry and
other supportive businesses at the
event through the table decorating
program. In Tulare itself, we have
a theme of ‘Tulare We’ve Got It’ and
when it comes to milk and related
products we certainly do. We look
forward to celebrating all that the
dairy industry contributes to the
economic health and wellbeing of
Tulare County.”
The
Tulare
Chamber
of
Commerce, a non-profit association
of
business
and
community
stewards, is dedicated to serving
its members and the greater
Tulare area by advocating for, and
engaging in, efforts to encourage
economic opportunity and business
prosperity. The Chamber is deeply
See Industry Event - Page 7
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Dairy Family 2017
Continued from Page 1

Tom and Louie rented came up for
sale, so Louie, his wife Tracy and
his brother George purchased the
dairy and began a new partnership,
Tri-Star Dairy. In 2012, Louie and
Tracy took over full ownership of
Tri-Star Dairy.
Everyone in the family helps
out at the dairy. Tracy takes care
of all the bookkeeping and cow
records, and Louie manages all the
day to day decisions on the farm
and the dairy. Their son Ryan
and daughter Allison also help
with doing different jobs working
around their busy schedules.
Over the years Louie and Tracy
have been involved in various
community activities related to
ag. They enjoyed serving as dairy
leaders with the Pleasant View 4-H
club for nine years while their kids
showed dairy cattle. Tracy was a
mini member leader for two years
as well.

Dairy Family 2018
Continued from Page 1

they have five children who are
all involved in the dairy business.
Mario Jr. is married to Celeste and
they have three children - Brittany,
Brooke, and Christopher. Leanne
is married to David and they have
four children - Bryson, Adria,
Brennan, and Brooks. Melvin is
married to Glynette and they have
three children - Cameron, Madison,
and Jordan. Mark who is single,
and Leslene and her husband
Robert have one daughter, Presley.
Joe married his wife, Inez, four
years to the day after Mario and
Gloria wed. Joe and Inez have three
children. Marie and her husband
Joe have four sons – Jonathan,
Jameson, Andrew, and Jordan.
Joey is married to Michelle with one
son, Sam. Elaine and her husband
Mark have three children - Mikella,
Malaine, and Mark Anthony. Joe’s
son Joey, grandson, Sam and sonin-law Mark are all involved in the
family dairy business.
Mario and Joe give thanks to
God for all of the blessings that He
has bestowed on them. They are
forever grateful for their family that
graciously welcomed them into
their homes upon their arrival in
the United States including Virginia
Oliveira, Maria Cardoza, Alvira
Pires, Joe Simoes, John Simoes,
and Tony and Mary Simoes. They
consider the Farias to be like family
because of the jobs their family

The 2017-2018 Dairy Family, the Louie Tristao Family.

Other committees
they have served on include:

● Board members on the
		 Monache FFA Boosters
		 (Louie & Tracy)

received upon coming to America
and for the opportunity to become
the owners of a dairy. The twins
are extra thankful to their uncle,
Antonio Simoes, and his family,
who sponsored them and their
family providing the opportunity to
make a life in California.
Whether it is because of
the kindness shown to them or
because it is in their genes, Mario
and Joe give generously of their
time and resources. Their greatest
beneficiaries are St. John’s Church,
St. John’s Men’s Club and SPDES
(specifically the Festa Do Espirito
Santo and Our Lady of Fatima). A
sampling of the other organizations
that benefit because their time,
talent and treasure include,
United & Western Dairymen, Land
O’Lakes, TDES, Dairy Farmers of
America, Kiwanis Club of Tipton,
Tipton’s AYSO, Tipton Elementary
School, Tulare Noon Kiwanis Club,
Tipton Community Council, the
Tulare Chamber of Commerce,
Tulare 4-H, Tulare FFA, Tulare
Pork Boosters, Tulare SOPAS Club,
Channel 49, Tulare County Farm
Bureau, Maple Melody Guild, and
the Catholic Diocese of Fresno.
The California Dairy Women and
the Tulare Chamber of Commerce
will honor Mario and Joe Simoes
at the Salute to Dairy and Dairy
Princess Coronation Dinner on
Friday, June 15th at 6pm. Tickets
are $45 per person and available
online at www.tularechamber.org,
at the Chamber office, or by phone
at 686-1547.

● Member of Monache
		 Ag Advisory committee (Louie)
● Porterville Fair Dairy chairman,
		 6 years (Louie)
● District delegate for Western
		 United Dairymen (Louie)
● Member to the Tulare County
		 Fair Foundation (Louie)
●
		
		
		
		
		

Committee member for
Lower Tule River District Water
Commission, helping guide
in the implementation of
the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (Louie)

Louie is thankful to his parents,
Adrian and Georgina, for all their
love and for instilling a great work
ethic in all of their family members.
He also thanks his brothers and
sisters for their love and support.
Most importantly, he is grateful for
his wife Tracy for being at his side
through all the ups and downs of
the dairy industry.

Join

For Information visit
www.cfbf.com

Past Tulare County
Dairy Families

1988... M.F. Gomes & Sons Families
1989............. Joe Fernandes Family
1990................ Case deJong Family
1991............... Bel R. Martin Family
1992......... Nunes Brothers Families
1993........................Lorenzo Family
1994............................Curti Family
1995..................Tony Souza Family
1996... Bob & Steve Wilbur Families
1997........Sepeda Brothers Families
1998..........Manuel Monteiro Family
1999....................Joe Airosa Family
2000...................Jeff Poston Family
2001.............Manuel Santos Family
2002................Randy Souza Family
2003................... Joe Bertao Family

2004.... Van Beek Brothers Families
2005........................ Sam & Manuel
		
Sousa Families
2006................. Tony Nunes Family
2007....... Cornell Kasbergen Family
2008................ Ron Koetsier Family
2009............. Tony Mancebo Family
2010..............Tom Barcellos Family
2011.....................Fletcher Families
2012................ Tiemersma Families
201........................ Rib-Arrow Dairy
2015........................Machado Dairy
		
& Farming, Inc.
2016............. Manuel & Dollie Faria
		 & Danny & Arlet Faria Families
2017............... Louie Tristao Family
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Raise a Glass, Scoop or Cube
to California Dairy during Dairy Month,
Just Be Sure To Look For the Seal
By Jennifer Giambroni, California Milk Advisory Board

While dairy marketing is a
year-long endeavor, June Dairy
Month is when we set time aside
to really focus locally on the dairy
foods we love and the farming
families who help bring them to the
table. Working for California’s more
than 1,300 dairy families, one way
the California Milk Advisory Board
(CMAB) brings the California dairy
story to life in June and every day
is through the Real California Milk
seal.
Introduced at the close of
2007, the Real California Milk seal
identifies dairy foods made with
100 percent milk from California
dairy farms. The yellow, black and
gold icon joined the Real California
Cheese seal as a tool for the CMAB
to market all dairy products in
the state, across the U.S. and
increasingly
in
international
markets. This year with the 10th
anniversary of the Real California
Milk seal, we will officially retire the
Cheese seal and use this singular
symbol to represent California
dairy in marketing efforts moving
forward. And for good reason.
Dairy brands recognize the
value of the Milk seal, which
lives at the intersection of shared
consumer principles of health,
wellness and innovation as well
as quality, heritage and value.
Today more than 2,400 products
in the U.S. and hundreds more

in countries including Mexico,
China, South Korea, Japan and
the Philippines feature the seal.
Ongoing tracking data shows that
consumers recognize the seal and
that dairy products with the seal
are purchased at a faster rate than
those without.
By looking for the Real
California Milk seal on your favorite
dairy foods, you’re supporting real
people and real families, dedicated
to providing a healthy, nutritious
product for the world.

It’s hard to beat dairy for value,
nutrition, diversity and taste. Just
one glass of milk delivers nine
essential nutrients – including
calcium, potassium, phosphorus,
protein, vitamins A, D and B12,
riboflavin and niacin – all important
for good health. And perennial
favorites like cheese, ice cream and
yogurt all make delicious additions

to a healthy, balanced diet and fit
well with the way we eat today.
In addition to the importance
of dairy farm families to the
fabric of their communities, dairy
farming and dairy processing are
an important part of the state’s
economy, increasing employment
opportunities and stimulating local
and regional economies.
Beyond
a
dedication
to
producing these healthy foods,
California dairy families are
dedicated to building healthy
children and communities by
supporting programs like Dairy
Council of California (DCC), which
helps bring farm-to-table to life for
students through the Mobile Dairy
Classroom and provides balanced
nutrition education curriculum
and resources to schools, health
professionals
and
workplace
wellness programs and the Great
American
Milk
Drive, which
provides nutrient-rich milk to food
banks, food pantries and meal
programs.
So, raise a glass of milk, a cone
of your favorite ice cream or a cube
of cheese to June Dairy Month…
and don’t forget to Look for the
Seal.

www.facebook.com/
TulareCoFarmBureau
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2018 Tulare County Dairy Women

Scholarship Winners

Evan Garcia
Tulare Union
High School
Tulare County
Dairywomen
Scholarship
$750

Blake Sousa
Tulare Union
High School
Tulare County
Dairywomen
Scholarship
$500

Joshua Porter
Mission Oak
High School
Tulare County
Dairywomen
Scholarship
$250

Monica Ramirez
Tulare Western
High School
Tulare County
Dairywomen
Scholarship
$750

Aaron Oppedyk
Mission Oak
High School
Tulare County
Dairywomen
Scholarship
$500

Where Does Some Tulare County Milk Go?
By: Darcy Phillips, Tulare Chamber of Commerce

Dairy is the number one
industry in Tulare County, but
where does all of that milk go? Two
of the largest processors in Tulare
County are Land O’Lakes and
Saputo, both located in Tulare.
These companies process millions
of pounds of milk per day and
employ hundreds of employees.
Land O’Lakes, a national coop with 161 dairies in our area,
receives 15.2 million pounds of
milk per day. In the heart of
Tulare, five hundred employees
process 7.7 million pounds of milk
into powdered milk and butter.
Some notable places you will find
the powdered milk processed in
Tulare is in Frito-Lay’s Funyuns
and B & G Food’s Pirate’s Booty.
They were the first company
to make butter out of sweet cream
and to package it in sticks which
revolutionized how butter is
consumed. The butter made in
the Tulare facility can be found
on store shelves under the name
Land O’Lakes. The company does
process private label butter in the
plant as well.
Saputo is an international
company with four plants in Tulare
which receive approximately 200

truckloads of milk, containing 10
million pounds of milk, per day.
Nationally, they process many
products you may be familiar
with
including
International
Delight Coffee Creamer, Treasure
Cave, and Montchevre to name
a few. In Tulare, Saputo’s 1,000
employees process cottage cheese,
mozzarella cheese, and provolone
cheese. In addition to those items
commonly found in the dairy
aisle, they also process whey. The
whey products produced include:
Whey Protein Concentrate used
in protein powders and various
confectionary items; Dry Sweet
Whey used in ice cream bases;
Lactose sugars used in formula,
candy, and pharmaceuticals; and,
Dried Permeate Whey used as a
supplement for animal feed.
The products Saputo produces
in Tulare County are exported all
over the world.
Containers of
product go from Tulare to countries
such as India, Australia, China,
Malaysia, Columbia, Chile, Dubai,
the Dominican Republic, as well as
many others.
It is astonishing to realize the
volume of milk that is produced and
processed in Tulare County. The

Natalie Lopez
Mission Oak
High School
Tulare County
Dairywomen
Scholarship
$250

Industry Event
Continued from Page 3

rooted in the agriculture success
of Tulare County through its
participation in the creation
of the Tulare County Fair and
development of the Row and
Field Crop Show, now known as
the World Ag Expo. A partner in
creating a strong local economy,
the Chamber annually welcomes
the opportunity to recognize the
dairy industry’s contributions to
Tulare County.
Tickets for the Dairy Princess
Coronation and Salute to Dairy
Industry event may be purchased
online at www.tularechamber.org,
or contact the Tulare Chamber
of Commerce office at 686-1547.
Opportunities for sponsorship,
table decorating, and contributions
to the silent auction are available
to local businesses.

impact that Tulare County dairies
have on the world is astounding.
The dairy farmers in our area truly
do feed people across our country
and around the globe.

www.facebook.com/
TulareCoFarmBureau

California Dairy
Stats & Facts

Courtesy of the California Milk Advisory Board
• 99% of California dairies are family owned
• California produces nearly 40 billion lbs. of fluid (raw) milk each year –
one-fifth of the nation’s milk supply
• California is responsible for 32% of U.S. dairy exports
• 46% of California milk goes into cheese production
• The state is the number one producer of fluid milk, butter, ice cream
and nonfat dry milk and is the 2nd largest producer of cheese
and yogurt
Last year, California produced:
			 • 2.5 billion lbs. of cheese
			 • 534 million lbs. of butter
			 • 105.8 million gallons of ice cream
			 • 442 million lbs. of yogurt
			 • 108 million lbs. of cottage cheese
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Snap Shot of the Number One Dairy State
By Annie AcMoody, Director of Economic Analysis, Western United Dairymen

California dairies have a
tremendous
impact
beyond
providing nutritious food and drink.
The industry has an effect on the
economy, trade, and available jobs.
The last decade has been
marked by unusual production
patterns in the Golden state.
California was on a growing
path until 2008. After significant
production declines in 2009, it
took until May 2011 for California’s
production level to surpass its
previous record established in
March 2008. Production continued
with increases one year and
decreases the next. 2014 started off
particularly strong, with significant
year-over-year production gains:

yearly production for 2014 averaged
2.6 percent above 2013. Then, 2015
was a total reversal with production
down 3 percent from 2014. Breaking
the trend of one year up, one year
down, 2016’s production continued
to decline from 2015’s level. And
shockingly, 2017 followed in the
same declining foot-steps, declining
1.6 percent from 2016. 2018 broke
the trend and for the first three
months, production increased 2.8
percent from the same period the
year before.
According to the U.S. Dairy
Export Council, during JanuaryMarch 2018, U.S. dairy product
exports were equivalent to 16.1
percent of total U.S. milk solids
produced during that period. This
compares to 14 percent at the same
time last year. For the first three
months of 2018, sales were valued
at $1,367.6 million, up 5 percent

Ag Classes Work Together so
the High School Dairy can Thrive

The
Tulare
High
School
Agriculture
Education
facility
serves students from all three of
the district’s comprehensive sites;
Tulare Union High School, Tulare
Western High School and Mission
Oak High School.
The Tulare
High School Agriculture Education
facility is its own campus of 90
acres; complete with classrooms,
shops, ornamental horticulture
facility, livestock barns, 60 acres
for crop science and a 90 cow
commercial dairy.
The 90 cow dairy is utilized
regularly by the 1,000 students
enrolled in Tulare High School
Agriculture courses.
Students
learn all the aspects of the dairy
operation from calf care to nutrition
to breeding to milking.
Agriculture Science students
study genetics and conformity,
Dairy Skills students study dairy
husbandry, Ag Business students
study cost and market fluctuations
in the industry and even the
Agriculture Welding students get
a hands on experience by building
new fences and making repairs to
the facility.
In recent years, the program
has
gained
a
partnership
with the UC Davis College of
Veterinary Medicine, allowing high
school students to shadow the
veterinarians when opportunities
arise. The agriculture department
continues to seek industry partners
that foster even more learning
environments for the students.
Currently, staff members are
exploring partnerships with the Cal
Poly Dairy Science Program, Fresno
State Dairy Science Program and
Chico State Dairy Science Program.
The staff members of the
Tulare High School Agriculture

A Tulare FFA student helping out on the dairy.

Education Program are committed
to providing all students with an
unforgettable and unique hands
on educational experience through
the use of these facilities. The
districts commitment to providing
hands on laboratory facilities, like
the Dairy and Farm, has helped
to propel Tulare FFA and their
students to find personal growth,
career success and leadership
opportunities in and out of the
classroom.
The milk is processed and
marketed by Land O’ Lakes
Cooperative in Tulare. Students
also have access to information
about
cooperative
marketing
through the districts membership
in the Land O’ Lakes cooperative.
The rBST free herd is made up
of 90 percent jersey cows and 10
percent Holsteins.
The
Tulare
Joint
Union
High School District has been a
participant in the dairy industry for
close to 100 years; the district has
seen its share of ups and down in
the market. Yet through the market
fluctuations,
changing
board
members and other challenges; the
TJUHS District has maintained a
financial commitment to providing
its students with this educational
opportunity.
In 2008, the industry rewarded
the
district
by
completely
modernizing and upgrading the
operation with over $400,000 in
donations of equipment, cattle and
cash to provide students with a
more current facility and operation.
The Tulare High School Dairy
continues to be a source of pride
to the community of Tulare and
the Tulare Joint Union High School
District.

versus the same period in 2017. For
the first three months of the year,
U.S exports were equivalent to 65
percent of the nonfat dry milk/skim
milk powder produced, 6.2 percent
of cheese and 3.4 percent of the
butterfat produced in the U.S. In
California, according to U.C. Davis’
Agricultural Issues Center, exports
matter even a greater deal to the
dairy industry. The latest data
available shows that 29 percent of
dairy products manufactured in
California in 2016 were exported.
California’s
dairy
families
provide
consumers
with
an
abundant and wholesome supply of
milk and nutritious dairy products
every day. The marketplace for dairy
products is becoming increasingly
more global, more competitive, and
more volatile. California’s dairy
industry generated $65 billion in
economic impact in 2015, according

to a study conducted by the
University of California Agriculture
Issues Center on behalf of the
California Milk Advisory Board.
According to the same study, each
cow contributes $11,556 to the
gross state product. This means
that the average California family
dairy farm contributes over $15
million in value added. California’s
rural landscape is also improved
by all the jobs created by dairy
businesses and those that work with
them. More specifically, California’s
dairy industry supports 189,000
jobs in the state. California’s dairy
regions have a great deal to offer:
the synergy generated by a large
number of producers, a skilled
labor market, a nearby supply of
quality feeds, processing power,
a beneficial climate, and an everincreasing supply of consumers.
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Tulare DHIA
Honors Top Herds

The Tulare Dairy Herd
Improvement Association (DHIA)
honored their top producers
during their annual dinner at the
Heritage Complex in Tulare. The
evening coincided with the release
of the association’s annual report
for the 2017 year.
Herds were ranked based on
energy corrected milk, 305 day
lactation, having a minimum of
10 tests per year and less than 10
percent of bulk tank deviation.
Tulare DHIA is a non-profit
member owned cooperative that
offers a wide variety of milk
testing plans and services to its

members. Organized by dairy
producers in 1910, Tulare DHIA
provides a high standard of milk
testing to dairy producers in
order to improve production and
quality of milk for their herds.
Today,
Tulare
DHIA
continues to provide milk testing
services and aids local dairymen
in reaching and exceeding their
production goals within their
herds. Over 200 dairies in the area
take part in the services Tulare
DHIA offers and it is considered
one of the largest Dairy Herd
Improvement Associations in the
nation.

2017
Tulare DHIA Trophy Awards
1st High Herd.......................... Terra Linda Dairy, Tulare
2nd High Herd.....................M C Leal & Son Dairy, Tulare
3rd High Herd.........................Elbow Creek Dairy, Visalia
4th High Herd.............................Fernoaks Farms, Tulare
5th High Herd.....................North Tri Palm Dairy, Visalia
6th High Herd............. Rancho Sierra Vista Dairy, Visalia
7th High Herd........................... Rio Blanco Dairy, Tulare
8th High Herd.............................. Double J Dairy, Visalia
9th High Herd.......................... Cowlifornia Dairy, Visalia
10th High Herd.................... Rob Van Grouw Dairy, Visalia

Low Somatic Cell Count Herd
Sweeney Jerseys, Visalia
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Dairy Industry Represented
at AgVentures!
The International Agri-Center
hosted the 6th annual AgVentures!
Day on May 11 for more than
1,400 students excited to learn
about Tulare County agriculture.
With help from the Tulare County
Farm Bureau and the University of
California’s Cooperative Extension
nutrition specialists and Cal Fresh
team, the students learned about
various commodities produced in
Tulare County, including dairy.
Tulare and Visalia city schools
are invited annually to select half
of their 4th grade classes’ districtwide to participate in this unique
opportunity. The International AgriCenter provides major sponsorship
to fund transportation for the
schools to bring their students
out for a day-long immersion in
agricultural literacy presentations
and demonstrations. Farm Credit
West is also a generous sponsor of
the educational event.
When the students arrived in
the morning, they watched a lively
animated skit performed by the
UC Cal Fresh nutrition educators
themed, “One in a Minion.”
Next, they were split into groups
to visit demonstrations by the
California Dairy Council’s Mobile
Dairy Classroom, Tulare County
Sherriff’s Department Ag Crimes
Unit, or Southern California
Edison.
After viewing one of the 30
minute
demonstrations,
the
students were guided through
three, 10-minute presentations on
a range of topics from veterinary
medicine, interacting with NRCS
soil conservationists, the Tulare

County Cattlewomen, local FFA
students
demonstrating
their
knowledge, and a range of dairyrelated topics. The 4th graders had
the chance to learn about dairy
nutrition with the California Dairy
Council, or hear from the 2017
District Dairy Princess or Dairy
Princess Alternate.
Once
they
exited
the
presentation area, students enjoyed
their sack lunches and tasted milk
donated by Rosa Brothers. Raisins
and olives were also shared with
the students.
When the students finished
lunch, they loaded their busses
and headed back to school by
2:00 to finish their school day on
campus. This event would not be
possible without local volunteers
that help coordinate and host.
If you would like to be a part
of the 2019 event, contact Brittney
Blankenship at (559) 732-8301.
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Protecting
and Enhancing the Viability
of Tulare County Agriculture
since 1917.

www.tulcofb.org

Central Valley
Fruit Basket
Sundae

By: California Milk Advisory Board

Farm Bureau represents all of agriculture with a
unified voice regardless of what type of crops you grow
or livestock you raise. In agriculture we play a vital
role in providing food for our country and the world.
It is more important than ever for us to work together
on important political, environmental and economic
issues to ensure a safe and reliable food source for
generations to come.
The other great thing about Farm Bureau and why
I joined; is because of the people in Farm Bureau. It’s
a true grass roots organization made up of people who
have a passion for what they do!
Joey Airoso
Airoso Dairy Farms, Pixley
Members Since 1992

Farm Bureau Membership Doesn’t Cost, IT PAYS!

Membership includes exclusive discounts from the following businesses…

Join Today!

559-732-8301 • www.tulcofb.org

Ingredients:
3 whole large strawberries
1 whole small peach,
pitted and sliced
2 teaspoons orange juice
1 teaspoon sugar
2 teaspoons sliced almonds
2 whole scoops (1/3 cup ea)
Real California strawberry
ice cream
2 whole scoops (1/3 cup ea)
Real California peach
ice cream
Real California
whipped cream
Directions:
Place 2 strawberries, peach
slices, orange juice and sugar in a
blender or food processor,
and blend until smooth. Pour 3
tablespoons of the blended fruit
mixture in the bottom of a parfait
or wine glass.
Add the strawberry ice
cream, additional 3 tablespoons
of blended fruit mixture and 1
teaspoon sliced almonds. Repeat
with the peach ice cream and
remaining blended fruit mixture
and almonds.
Top with whipped cream and
remaining strawberry.
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