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A NIGHT OF MANY HONORS…

TRAVIOLI AND MANY OTHERS TO BE HONORED

AT TCFB’S 92ND ANNUAL MEETING

Robert (Bob) Travioli, 81, a lifelong cattleman in the foothills east of Orosi, will receive the prestigious Agriculturalist of the Year award, and three other agricultural and business leaders will be honored when the Tulare County Farm Bureau marks its 92nd year of representing agriculture. 


The meeting will be held May 7 in the Heritage Complex at the International Agri-Center, 4450 S. Laspina, Tulare. Festivities begin with a 6 p.m. social, followed by a steak dinner. Tickets are still available for $30 per person by contacting the office at 732-8301.

“The values and outstanding characteristics of this year’s honorees are reflective of Tulare County Farm Bureau, itself,” said President Keith Watkins. “We salute the longevity of a successful family farming operation; a business that has contributed significantly to the economy of this county and two who have devoted time and resources to the advancement of our educational programs.”


In addition to Travioli, accolades will be given to Geary Austin, of Porterville, TCFB’s Service Award; Fernando Fernández, College of the Sequoias, the Friend of Farm Bureau award, and Sal Soriano and the Monrovia Nursery Co. will accept the Agribusiness of the Year award. Farm Bureau will also recognize 12 deserving scholarship recipients and their 23 member class of their high school Youth Leadership Program.

Travioli: Agriculturalist of the Year

 “We are very pleased that Mr. Travioli will be accepting our highest award this year. He and his family have produced top quality livestock for three generations, as well as filling key leadership roles in cattle organizations and the community,” said Watkins. 


Although he was born in the Burrel/Riverdale area of Fresno County, Bob Travioli’s parents, Wendell and Mary, moved eastward to start their cattle operation when he was just weeks old.


After military service in the 1940’s, Travioli earned a degree in agriculture from the University of California at Davis. In 1953 he married Maxine Hash, from Visalia. They raised four children: Les, owner of Alta Pump Co. in Dinuba; Lynn Neeley, an educator; Sam, a TCFB board member and ranch manager, and Lee, an irrigation contractor in Tennessee.


Travioli said being a cattleman is his first love, but they also branched into other farming ventures. He and Maxine grew their own citrus stock from seeds and began farming citrus.
The elder Traviolis later formed a family business, Travioli Family Farms, with their children and their spouses. Now under Sam’s management, they produce oranges, walnuts, olives and pomegranates in the Tarusa area north of Visalia.


Over the years, Bob filled key leadership positions in the Tulare County Cattlemen’s Association, was a 4-H leader and a school board member. He also served for years as the treasurer of the Livestock Committee of Farm Bureau, which governs operations of the livestock sales yard in Visalia.

Geary Austin: Service to Farm Bureau


This special award is Farm Bureau’s way of paying tribute to a person whose extra effort has been especially helpful to the organization – to recognize their exemplary service.


“Geary’s dedication to the education of the youth in this county just cannot go unnoticed any longer,” said President Keith Watkins. “He has been a member of our Scholarship Committee for countless years, helping in the difficult task of choosing the winners from among the many qualified candidates.


“He has also taken a special interest in our scholarship fund and has shown dedicated leadership for good education with his long tenure as an elected school board member in his community.”


Austin, 73, was born in Portales, New Mexico but he moved with his family to California at an early age and was raised in the Lindsay/Strathmore area. He graduated from Lindsay High School and attended Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.


He began working for the Leffingwell Ag Sales Company in Lindsay and, when the owners wanted to sell the company, Geary became a partner, buying it in 1977. With his office in Terra Bella, he is an owner-manager of the continuing company which also has offices and sales outlets in Ivanhoe and Lindsay.


In addition to the chemicals business, he owns ASP Farms, a longstanding partnership of the Austin and Sherwood families. They produce oranges, olives and grapefruit.


For 23 years, he was a trustee for Porterville Elementary School, which later became Porterville Unified School District. Currently, and for the past 14 years, he has been a member of the Porterville College Foundation Board of Directors.


Geary and his wife, Nonnie, make their home in Porterville. They have four grown children – three daughters and a son – four grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
Sal Soriano and Monrovia Nursery: Agribusiness of the Year


“Salvador (Sal) Soriano and Monrovia Nursery go hand-in-hand for us,” said Watkins, “and we could not acknowledge one without the other. We’re grateful for Sal’s Farm Bureau leadership and support and Monrovia Nursery has been an economic shot in the arm for Tulare County – providing many well-paid jobs in the agricultural sector.”


Monrovia, was founded by Harry T. Rosedale in Southern California in 1926, the Craftsman era in architecture. Still headquartered in Azusa, the company’s logo and philosophy are based on the craftsmanship ethic – the word referring to people who use their hearts, mind and hands to produce a distinctively product. 


Beyond Visalia, the company grows nursery stock in other climate zones in Dayton, Oregon; Cairo, Georgia; LaGrange, North Carolina and Springfield, Ohio.


Sal Soriano, from Mexico, joined Monrovia in Azusa in 1975 at the age of 16. He has worked in every possible job in the company, developing skills and leadership as he rose up the ladder of responsibility. Sal moved his family to Visalia in 1991 when Monrovia began operations in Tulare County. Here, he became general manager in 1997 and was named vice president four years later.


Soriano is charged with the oversight of more than 725 employees focusing on about 12 categories: camellias, citrus, conifers, deciduous shrubs, evergreen shrubs, ferns, grasses, perennials, azaleas, roses, trees and vines.


Soriano and his wife, Angie, have four children; Alex, 24, a police officer; Irene, 22, a college student and Erica, 18, a Golden West High School senior. Alex has given them two grandchildren.


Soriano served as a District 4 director for Farm Bureau for six years and he still helps to beautify special events such as the fundraiser and the annual meeting with many beautiful horticultural specimens wearing the distinctive Monrovia label.

Fernando Fernández: Friend of Farm Bureau

“Fernando continually uses his love of horticulture, education and youth to the betterment of Farm Bureau’s education and scholarship program,” said Education Committee Chairman David Sharp. “Without him we would not have had nearly as much success in our school gardens project.”


In his position as head of the Ornamental Horticulture Program at College of the Sequoias and Liaison to the Tulare County Elementary School Garden Program, Fernández has grown millions of vegetables and flowers which are given without charge to those teachers and schools that have gardening programs. 


He also supplies planting, growing and watering tips at those “plant giveaway” days every fall and spring and is on call at any time to help teachers with questions.


Fernández was raised in Parlier. After graduating as valedictorian from Parlier High School, he earned an associate’s degree in Plant Science from Kings River Community College. He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree with emphasis in plant/science and horticulture and a master’s degree in plant science/soils and irrigation from California State University, Fresno. 


His teaching career began at Strathmore High School in 1993 with classes in horticulture and agricultural business and he was the FFA advisor. He moved on to the new Farmersville High School in 1997, and became the College and Career Coordinator there from 2002-04. During that time he was the Accreditation Committee Coordinator and helped the school achieve its first six-year accreditation.


Four years ago Fernández became a faculty member at COS, currently holding the position of Assistant Professor of Ornamental Horticulture. He also serves as chairman of the Agriculture Division, Head of the Ornamental Horticulture Program and advisor to the Ornamental Horticulture Club. 


He resides in Porterville with his wife, Virginia, and their three children – Rosail, 19; Ismael, 12 and Natali, 6.

2008 TCFB Scholarship Recipients

Agricultural Career

Breann Borges, Tulare Western

Frank Roche, Tulare Union

Education

Amanda Larson, Monache High

COS Ag Department

Craig Russell, Golden West

CSUF Ag One Foundation
Marissa Garside, Tulare Western

Fred & Marilyn Collison Memorial

Jaime Chavez, Golden West

Student of Farm Employee

Jose Alvarado, Lindsay High School

Frank Ribeiro Memorial

Christina Sparlin, Tulare Western

Porterville College

Rebecca Rincon, Strathmore High

Young Farmers & Ranchers

Danielle Oliveira, Fresno State

Scott Shannon Memorial

Sarah Watkins, Golden West

Craig Russell, Golden West

2007-2008 TCFB Youth Leadership Program Participants

     Kasey Avila, Tulare Union


Trevor Barton, Golden West

Tony Bettencourt, Tulare Union

Kyle Caetano, Tulare Union

Garrett Crivelli, Golden West

Randy Denman, Golden West

Tiffany Downing, Tulare Union

Katie Duysen, Porterville High

Landon Fernandes, Tulare Union


Lauren Hightower, Missouri University High

Kassidy Kampen, Central Valley Christian

Jami Lady, Tulare Union

Julia Lady, Tulare Union

Emily Leigh, Central Valley Christian

James Macedo, Tulare Western

Mackenzie Mendonca, Tulare Western

Blake Meneses, Tulare Western

Dustin Moody, Golden West

Cheyanne Reynolds, Golden West

Alexa Roche, Tulare Union

Mikaela Serafin, Tulare Union

Tyler Willis, Golden West

Ashley Wilson, Exeter Union High

Other highlights of the evening will include remarks from the California Farm Bureau President, Doug Mosebar, adoption of amendments to the TCFB bylaws, retirement of Keith Watkins as President, induction of new officers and board members, and special recognition of staff member Sandy Nixon who will retire next fall after decades of service to Farm Bureau.
# # #

Tulare County is the leading dairy-producing county in the nation and the second-leading agricultural producer in California.  The Tulare County Farm Bureau represents more than 2,000 family farmers in the county and is dedicated to public education and advocacy on behalf of its diverse membership.
www.joinfb.org
