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TULARE COUNTY FARM BUREAU ELECTS NEW OFFICERS

Last week’s 92nd Annual Meeting of the Members of the Farm Bureau here in Tulare County culminated with the announcement of a newly elected board of directors and new leaders to serve as the Executive Committee of the general farm organization. Farm Bureau has been serving the needs of the agriculture community and working in partnership with other commodity associations to represent farmers, ranchers, and dairy producers in the county since 1916.

The new officers will serve a one-year term, and will be responsible for governance of the board and will assist with developing and implementing policy decisions of the Farm Bureau.  The new officers are:


Edward Needham, President, a CSU Fresno graduate with a degree in Plant Science and Agriculture Mechanics, Ed currently works for Earthwise Organics and Synagro composting companies. Ed is a licensed PCA and PCO and also farms citrus and pomegranates, and works in the tri-county area of Fresno, Tulare, and Kern. Ed and his wife, Kim have four children, and make Visalia their home.   

Larry Peltzer, 1st Vice President, of Ivanhoe, grows citrus and operates a custom topping business with his family, which services farms up and down the state. Larry and his wife Kathy, have six children and have been active members of the TCFB Ag Education Fundraiser planning committee for many years.

Steve Godlin, 2nd Vice President, of Visalia is a beekeeper, and operates S.P. Godlin Apiaries, Inc. Steve has been active for many years in the California State Beekeepers Association and was the 2007 Beekeeper of the Year, awarded by the CSBA. Steve and brother Paul both are apiculturists operating hundreds of hives that provide pollination services throughout California to many diverse farming operations. Steve and his wife Virginia, have two grown children.

Chris Giannini, Treasurer, of Visalia is a grower relations rep for Blue Diamond Growers working with nut producers in the central San Joaquin Valley. Chris also formerly served as County Young Farmers and Ranchers Chair, and State YF&R Committee Representative. Farm Bureau is a family affair for the Gianninis, as Chris' wife, Elizabeth, is the California Farm Bureau Field Representative for the central San Joaquin Valley. The couple have a baby daughter.

Keith Watkins, now serving as Immediate Past President and a Visalia native, attended U.C. Davis where he received a degree in Agricultural Science and Management.   A farm manager for Bee Sweet Citrus, Keith has been farming a variety of citrus fruits for over 25 years and is a graduate of the California Agricultural Leadership program. Keith and his wife, Sue have three children.

Nancy Pitigliano, CFBF District 6 Director, and her family operate a diversified family farming business and custom farming service based in Tipton. Their commodities include wine grapes, almonds, alfalfa, dry beans, wheat and corn.  Nancy is currently serving on the Tulare County Planning Commission. She is also a Common Threads recipient, having been recognized as an outstanding Woman in Agriculture for her philanthropic contributions to the industry. She currently is appointed to serve on the California Farm Bureau Federation's board, as the District 6 Director, representing Tulare County. Nancy and her husband Charlie, have three sons.


Media calls about agricultural issues may be directed to the Farm Bureau office in Visalia, by phone at 559-732-8301 or email at tcfb@tulcofb.org.

# # #

Tulare County Farm Bureau represents more than 2,200 family farmers and is dedicated to public education and advocacy on behalf of its diverse membership. Tulare County is the second leading producer of agricultural products in California and the largest dairy producing county in the nation.
