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The Southern San Joaquin Valley Water Quality Coalition was established in 2003 by representatives of the four major watersheds that feed into Tulare Lake (the Kings River, the Kaweah/St. Johns River, the Tule River and the Kern River).  At the time of its formation, the goal was to act as an overall voice for Tulare Lake Basin growers regarding broad based issues that affected the Tulare Lake Basin, namely amendments to the Basin Plan Water Quality document.
With the advent of the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board), the SSJVWQC expanded is efforts into the newly required monitoring of surface water quality.  As the program became more complex, the SSJVWQC and the Regional Board staff worked to develop a monitoring program that both provided sufficient sampling coverage for the region at an affordable cost to the growers.
Who must be a member?
Under the current rules, anyone who applies irrigation water and is at risk of discharging excess irrigation water or having storm water leave their property and enter any surface water body must seek coverage.  There are two options under the Waiver for coverage: (1) as a member of a Coalition; or (2) file for coverage as an individual.  Given the complexity of the monitoring program, being a member of a Coalition is far less expensive for the grower.
Dairy operations are covered under a separate order, and lands included within that order are not required to be enrolled in the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program.
The new General Order being proposed for the Tulare Lake region assumes that all irrigated lands discharge to groundwater, and thus all irrigated acreage will need to be enrolled.  Once the General Order has been approved and the Coalition that services the Tulare Lake Basin is recertified, a new “open enrollment” period will begin, allowing growers who are currently not members to enroll without the added fees currently required by the Regional Board.
How much will it cost me to be a member?
Each individual Coalition sets a separate pricing structure based on their local conditions.  The base cost is currently $0.56 per acre, which is assessed by the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board).  These funds are then redistributed to the Regional Board to cover their enforcement costs.  The additional costs assessed by the Coalitions cover lab testing fees, administrative overhead (reporting, labor, additional costs due to compliance issues, outreach, etc.).  As an individual, the grower would be responsible for the development of a suitable sampling program, required testing, and report writing and submission. 
Who do I contact for coverage in my area?
For the SSJVWQC, the coverage areas are determined by the river watershed that services the area the grower farms in.  The SSJVWQC is composed of four sub-watershed groups (Kings, Kaweah/St. Johns, Tule, and Kern), with the boundaries generally set along the Irrigation District lines.  Boundary areas are handled on a case by case basis.
The Kings River sub-watershed covers all the Irrigation Districts served by the Kings River, the region in the western Kings Basin annexed by the Kings River Conservation District, plus Orange Cove and Navelentia Irrigation Districts.  This means that the Kings covers Fresno, Kings, and portions of Tulare Counties.
The Kaweah/St. Johns sub-watershed covers the lands serviced by the Kaweah River system in northern Tulare County downstream of Terminus Reservoir.
The Tule River sub-watershed covers the service area of the Tule River below Success Reservoir, plus some areas around Deer Creek in southern Tulare County.
The Kern River sub-watershed covers the Kern River Irrigation Districts, plus White River, Poso Creek, the various small streams on the southern rim of the valley, and the Tehachapi area.
What do I get as a member?
The Coalition provides a level of separation between the grower and the Regional Board (although the Regional Board retains the right to bypass the Coalition if necessary).  Generally, this means that for any issues that arise, the Coalition and the landowners have the first chance to address the issue before the Regional Board mandates a solution. 
The Conditional Waiver only relieves the grower from filing Waste Discharge Requirement reports, as long as they abide by the conditions of the waiver.  The Coalition structure is designed to satisfy those conditions, and cost share the effort among all the members, thus reducing the costs for all concerned.
This does mean that if issues are encountered, grower cooperation is required if changes in farm practices are necessary to prevent future occurrences are required.
Coalition Contacts
Kings River Sub-watershed
	Kings River Water Quality Coalition Authority/Kings River Conservation District
	Richard Hoelzel, Manager, Water Resources		(559) 237-5567 ext. 130
Kaweah/St. Johns Sub-watershed
	Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District
	Mark Larsen, General Manager				(559) 747-5601
Tule River Sub-watershed
	Tule River Water Association
	Richard Schafer, Watermaster				(559) 734-1348
Kern River Sub-watershed
	Kern River Water Quality Coalition Authority
	John Schaap, P.E.					(559) 636-1166 ext. 504


